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Excerpts of speech by Speaker 
Gingrich at a gathering of Iranians 
in Paris on June 24, 2012

“I looked at some of the video 
[of the gathering on June 23] and 
I must say, President Maryam 
Rajavi, the enthusiasm with 
which you were greeted was 
second only to the enthusiasm 
with which I was greeted here,” 
Mr. Gingrich said lightheartedly. 
He added, “I think what you 
did yesterday was historic and 
extraordinary and needs to be 
driven home so that everybody 
who makes foreign policy 
decisions in the U.S. understands 
just how big this movement is 
getting and how widespread it is 
and how bi-partisan the American 
support for it is. I commend 
you on a very successful day 
yesterday.” 
“The regime, the dictatorship 
which is still there, is not 
confused. It is a dictatorship 
which wants to impose a very 
particular power structure not 
only on Iranians, not only on the 
people of the Gulf, but around 
the world. And it is a dictatorship 
engaged in repression, and anti 
human rights and in activities 
that are intolerable. It is to the 
shame of the United Nations 
that they continue to treat that 

Newt Gingrich
Former Speaker of US House of Representatives and Presidential Candidate

dictatorship as though it was a normal government because it is not. So 
the first step is very simple. We will never have peace and we will never 
have justice in the region as long as that dictatorship survives. That leads 
me to my second point, which is what should the American strategy be. 
Our goal should not focus on nuclear weapons; our goal should not focus 
on temporary strategic deals. Our goal should be to assist the people of 
Iran in overthrowing the dictatorship and eliminating this regime. 
“Lastly, the United States should intervene decisively over Camp Ashraf 
and Camp Liberty. We bear a moral responsibility; we gave a commitment 
as the United States. People believed in us. People protected us. Our 
officers who were there told the truth again and again. And I believe the 
United States Congress should overrule the State Department and should 
insist in our intervening and we should make this a major issue with the 
Iraqi government.”

Newt Gingrich and Maryam Rajavi. 

Newt Gingrich is welcomed by the Iranians in Paris on June 24, 2012

Speaker Newt Gingrich was among 
those invited to speak in the June 23 
gathering but he could not be in Paris 
on time due to flight cancelation. 
He was welcomed by the Iranians in 
Paris on June 24 where he made a 
short speech expressing his support 
for democratic change in Iran.

“Our goal should be to assist the people of Iran in overthrowing 
the dictatorship and eliminating this regime”
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I wish the world community could look and see what I see today 
and that is tens of thousands of people from all over the world. 
For those who are wondering what Iran will look like in the future, 
today, the future of Iran is in this room!  For my own country of the 
United States, I wish that all the people of the United States could 
see the free and democratic opposition to the mullahs in Iran right 
here in Paris. I wish that we could understand that the future lies 
with delisting the main opposition group to the Tehran regime. 

Undoubtedly, your gathering will frighten the Iranian regime 
when it sees the enormous number of people here. 
I also would like to salute all the men and women in Ashraf and 
Camp Liberty. Those who like to see the regime in Iran changed 
and who are sacrificing their life for it. We owe to them and we 
support them. I also would like to welcome the dignitaries from 
40 countries and the five continents that have joined us here 
today and will speak for you.

(from left): Lars Rise, Anne-Marie Lizin, Patrick Kennedy and David Amess 

Patrick-Kennedy
Member of US Congress (1995-2011)

Anne-Marie Lizin
Honorary President of the Belgian Senate

I am so pleased to meet you again, 
like every year since nine years 
ago, since June 17, 2003 when an 
incredible police operation was deployed in my town Auvers-
sur-Oise. Each year we reunite, every year much larger, you 
never cease to grow; you might be even millions if all citizens 
of Iran could participate.
The future of Iran belongs to you, because the future belongs 
to democracy.
With regional developments and stalled nuclear talks with 
the mullahs, we see that it’s time to turn a page in Iran and 
a different government to take power; a government much 
different from a religious and medieval dictatorship.

Jean-Pierre Béquet
Mayor of Auvers-sur-Oise

Paying homage to the memory of those who fought for freedom in Iran

Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran paid homage to the 
memory of thousands of political prisoners who 
were executed or killed under torture by the anti-
human regime in Iran.

She also laid wreath in tribute to supporters of 
the Iranian Resistance in Europe and residents of 
Ashraf and Liberty, who passed away in recent 
months. They included: Danielle Mitterrand, the 
First Lady of human rights, Raymond Aubrac and 
his comrade in arms Lucie Aubrac, Lord Corbett 
of Castle Vale and Lord Archer of Sandwell.

The future of Iran 
belongs to you

Opening the event
The massive rally of exiled Iranians in Villepinte, north of Paris 
on June 23, 2012 was moderated by four distinguished American 
and European dignitaries:
Anne-Marie Lizin, Honorary President of Belgian Senate
Patrick Kennedy, former Member of US House of Representatives
David Amess, Member of British Parliament
Lars Rise, Former Member of Norwegian Parliament

Future lies with delisting the main opposition 
group to the Tehran regime.

I welcome the dignitaries from 40 countries and 
five continents
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More than 500 parliamentarians, political, human rights, judicial and religious 
figures from more than 40 countries attend the gathering

On June 23, the largest gathering of exiled Iranians with the 
participation of hundreds of political personalities, legislators and 
jurists from 40 countries, called for firmness vis-à-vis the Iranian 
regime and recognition of the National Council of Resistance of 
Iran by the world community. 
Voicing outrage over turning Camp Liberty into a prison, the 
participants urged the United Nations, the U.S., and the European 
Union to prevent a humanitarian catastrophe in Ashraf and 
Liberty which the Government of Iraq is setting stage for at the 
behest of the mullahs’ regime.  They also demanded guaranteeing 
the rights of residents as ‘asylum-seekers’ and ‘people of concern’ 
under international law, and to force Iraq to remove its cruel 
restrictions against the residents immediately. They underscored 

that the demands of the residents need to be realized before the 
resumptions of relocation to Liberty. 
The participants asked Secretary Clinton to immediately 
implement US Appeals Court ruling and revoke the unjust 
designation of the Iranian Resistance. The designation has been 
the main factor in prolonging Iranian regime’s rule and has been 
used to justify two massacres in Ashraf. The execution and torture 
of thousands  of members and sympathizers of the PMOI inside 
Iran as well as imposing crippling limitations on Iranians in the 
United States. The designation is also being used by the Iranian 
regime and the Iraqi government to repress the residents of 
Ashraf and Camp Liberty. 
Mrs. Maryam Rajavi was the keynote speaker.

Mayor of Auvers-sur-Oise
France
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Dear Compatriots, 
Supporters of the Resistance,
My warmest greetings to all of you!
On this day and at such a magnificent gathering, I want to share 
with all of you my own feelings as I witness this overwhelming 
enthusiasm. I see in you and with you the tens of millions of 
Iranians who are yearning for freedom. 
I hear the voices of my brave sisters across our homeland, and 
the proud prisoners of conscience who are continuing their 
resistance in the dungeons of [the regime’s Supreme Leader] Ali 
Khamenei. And I hear the outcry of students, workers, teachers 
and all those who long for freedom and liberation.
Indeed, all of us hear your outcries from the four corners of Iran 
and your voice echoes in our ears. The cry of every Iranian is 
indeed “Freedom! Freedom!”
In this gathering, I see the spirit of enraged peoples of the Middle 
East who have risen up against the principal threat to the whole 
region, namely the religious fascism ruling Iran; the people in 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and other regional countries whose 
representatives are here with us today.
And in you, I see the tremendous force of humanity, justice, 
love and faith that is alien to fatigue and decrepitude. It is this 
force that inspires and steers forward the largest assemblies, 
the longest sit-ins and the strongest movements. It crumbles the 

“To liberate our people, 
we have no choice but to 
continue until victory”

Excerpts of the address by

Mrs. Maryam Rajavi
President-elect of the National Council of Resistance of Iran

thick walls of impossibilities and is determined to march forward until 
its ultimate ascendance to the pinnacle of victory.  
Fellow Compatriots,
The most recent important development has been the judgment 
issued by the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C., against the 
unlawful “terrorist” label against the People’s Mojahedin Organization 
of Iran (PMOI/MEK). This was a landmark and historic achievement in 
the struggle between the Iranian people’s Resistance and the clerical 
regime.
The court made it clear that the PMOI’s listing is illegitimate and ruled 
that if the State Department fails to make a decision on this matter, 
the court itself will unilaterally revoke the PMOI’s designation.
Such is the sound of chains breaking apart, the dark houses of 
demonization crumbling, and the spectacular defeat of the Velayat-e 
faqih [absolute clerical rule] regime.
The PMOI’s designation in the U.S. was meant to deny the right of 
the Iranian nation to change the ruling regime. But your resistance 
restored that right with pride. 
It is said that no American court has in the past two hundred years 
issued a writ of mandamus on matters of national security and foreign 
policy.
Nevertheless, a movement that has sacrificed everything for the 
cause of freedom and liberation of its nation lit the light of truth and 
justice in the depths of darkness.
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I had said before that “We will pluck out the rights of the Iranian 
people even if you hide them in the dragon’s belly.”
Now, we have not come to chastise this shameful designation and 
policy. We have come to say that this policy must be uprooted in its 
entirety.
Indeed, were it not for Members of the House and the Senate and 

distinguished former U.S. officials rising in support of the Iranian 
people, the Iranian Resistance and the Ashrafies, what would have 
remained of the 33-year U.S. policy towards the mullahs except the 
disgrace of appeasement?
An unparalleled bipartisan coalition of Americans has challenged the 
official U.S. policy and is honorably and courageously defending the 
PMOI’s delisting and Ashrafies. We identify the United States through 
such personalities.
It is, of course, my hope that U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
would turn this oppressive and unfair page in the history of U.S. policy 
and personally bring an end to this unlawful designation. 
The mullahs ruling Iran or their accomplices have throughout the years 
repeatedly said and written that members of the Iranian Resistance 
torture and murder themselves. 
They alleged that this is a “sect” suffering from a cult of personality, 
and it lacks popular support inside Iran. They have also said that the 
PMOI has murdered the Kurds and massacred the Shiites in Iraq. The 
Resistance, they have contended, has hidden chemical weapons in 
Camp Ashraf and 70 percent of Ashraf residents have been kept there 
against their will.
Such slanders have emanated from the terrorist label and have served 
to preserve the mullahs’ regime.
Still it was only the suffering and perseverance of the Resistance 
movement which broke through such a colonial and reactionary siege 
and onslaught against the Iranian people’s Resistance. 
This is the first time that a movement has succeeded in its own life 
time, through much sacrifice and by raising awareness, and of course 

by abiding by international law, to go before the courts in Europe 
and the United States and succeed in freeing itself from the heavy 
burden of lies and slander. 
We have indeed succeeded in putting an end to the suppressive 
siege against the Resistance, while elevating the standards of 
justice in the contemporary world, breaking apart the cycle of 
slander and ruse, and heralding a new plan and a new chapter. 

This plan and roadmap is based on transparency, truth and justice, 
respect for mankind’s achievements and virtues, encouraging 
the return of international institutions to defending human 
rights, restoring the rights of the people and reviving the value of 
resistance and sacrifice.
Indeed, the force of humanity and justice has come to the fore, 
and history has turned a page. Dictators are falling one after 
another and therefore policies which preserved them must also 
change. We have the wherewithal to bring about that change and 
we will realize it. 
This is the meaning of a change in our era and the era of change. 
The change in our era also manifests itself in the Iranian Resistance’s 
triumphant shattering of the multi-faceted conspiracies by the 
Iranian regime and its puppet government in Iraq. 
Over the past year there was a plan to dismantle and destroy 
the PMOI. A deadline was established to annihilate the residents 
of Ashraf. A seven-point pact was struck between Tehran and 
Baghdad to either force this movement into surrender or to 
destroy it altogether.

Today, I am delighted to tell you and the great nation of Iran that, 
with God’s blessing, the resistance movement against the clerical 
regime, which symbolizes the heroic struggles in Iran’s history, has 
been saved from being pillaged, massacred and destroyed. And 
now, in order to carry out its historic mandate, it is hundreds of 
times more effective, resolute and solidified.
So, much to the chagrin of the enemy, Ashraf has multiplied and 

uu

Owing to the conspiracies of the 
religious fascism ruling Iran, the 
repeated breaches of the Iraqi 
government and the passivity of the 
United Nations and the United States, 
what was supposed to be a voluntary 
relocation became a forcible transfer.

The change in our era also manifests 
itself in the Iranian Resistance’s 
triumphant shattering of the 
multi-faceted conspiracies by the 
Iranian regime and its puppet 
government in Iraq. 
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there are now countless Ashrafies.
In recent months, in order to neutralize the conspiracies of the 
mullahs’ regime and its puppet government in Baghdad, the 
PMOI accepted relocation from Camp Ashraf in the framework 
of an international solution.
Nevertheless, owing to the conspiracies of the religious fascism 
ruling Iran, the repeated breaches of the Iraqi government and 
the passivity of the United Nations and the United States, what 
was supposed to be a voluntary relocation became a forcible 
transfer. 
The Memorandum of Understanding signed between Iraq and 
the UN [in December 2011] lacks the minimum demands of the 
residents of Ashraf.
In simple terms, instead of Liberty being turned into a prison, 
it should be classified as a refugee camp; water, electricity and 
other humanitarian needs of the residents should be provided; 
the interference in the Resistance’s affairs by an enemy seeking 
to destroy this movement must be halted; and finally, because 
of the recent claim [made by the State Department’s lawyers] 
that the Camp Ashraf has not been fully disarmed, either Ashraf 
should be inspected or at least that statement must be retracted. 
Despite all the conspiracies carried out by the Iranian regime, the 
Iranian Resistance stands by all of its previous commitments. This 
Resistance has paid the price of advancing this path in full and 
will continue on this path, demonstrating its full cooperation and 
understanding with the United Nations.
Thus far we have shown and continue to demonstrate the 
highest degrees of flexibility on the condition that the residents’ 
protection, security, safety and dignity are guaranteed. However, 
it is our hope that the United Nations and the United States will 
stand by their own commitments as well. 
I call upon all European countries, the United States and Canada 
to actively work to protect the residents of Ashraf and Liberty, to 
accept them in their countries and to avert another catastrophe. 
The changes in this era, realized in virtue of a painful perseverance 
and resistance, call for international institutions to restore their 
principal responsibilities, namely the protection of human rights. 
The three recent rounds of nuclear negotiations between the 
P5+1 and the mullahs’ regime ended in failure and deadlock. 
President Obama’s four-year policy of engagement has failed.
Ten years ago, the Iranian Resistance exposed the clandestine 
nuclear sites in the cities of Natanz and Arak. Sadly, Western 
countries wasted a significant 10-year opportunity. For over 
a decade, they continued to provide the regime with an 
assortment of incentives, appeasing and engaging the mullahs 
during fruitless negotiations.
So far, there have been 37 rounds of talks; talks for the sake of 
talks with a regime that has violated seven UN Security Council 
resolutions and is stockpiling at least 200 kilograms of enriched 
uranium each month.
In recent months, the policy of engagement has taken on new 
shapes, such as repeating the hollow notion that perhaps the 
ruling religious dictatorship has not yet made the decision to 
build the bomb. The other proclamation is that after obtaining 
the bomb, perhaps the mullahs can simply be contained.
The ultimate result of this duplicity is only one thing: letting the 
religious fascism obtain the bomb.
Those involved in this process say that they aim to engage the 
mullahs. But they are following a desperate policy: one of praying 
and weeping, and trumpeting the demagogic fatwa by Khamenei 

uu

that “nuclear weapons are prohibited.” This indicates a feigning 
ignorance toward the mullahs who are racing to take the final steps.
Thwarting the dangers of a nuclear mullah regime is possible. The 
only way to do so is to change the mullahs’ dictatorship, which is the 
responsibility of the Iranian people and the Resistance.
So, if one genuinely does not intend to hand over a nuclear bomb to 
the mullahs, one must stand with the Iranian people’s resistance to 
topple this regime and recognize their demands for an Iran that is 
free of suppression, and is non-nuclear and non-theocratic.
And finally, I want to address my daughters and sons in Iran about 
their roles and responsibilities in the new era.
The 1979 revolution came to fruition with the sacrifice of Iran’s 
young generation. The July 1999 uprising and the magnificent 
2009 uprisings were the outcome of young people’s protests and 
disenchantment. And undoubtedly, the Iranian nation’s Spring will 
blossom through their enthusiasm and force.

To thwart the young people’s efforts, the mullahs have erected 
a thick and tall wall of suppression that is unprecedented in the 
contemporary world. The mullahs’ regime intends to promulgate 

the idea that paying a price 
for freedom is futile and 
that the model to follow 
must be one that does not 
exact any price. They want 
to force Iranian youth into 
believing that “there is 
nothing they can do and 
every effort for struggle is 
futile.”
I want to tell our youth that 
you are not alone. You are 
relying on an organized 

resistance movement, which has in the past three decades kept the 
flame of resistance for freedom burning in the face of the mullahs’ 
medieval suppression. 

Ours is a movement built on the ideal of freedom, which ever since 
Khomeini stole the revolution, has drawn its boundaries against 
regress, monopoly of power and dictatorship. It is a movement 
whose leader rejected all pseudo-leftist pretensions and defined the 
crux of the matter as far as the Iranian revolution is concerned as the 
ideal of freedom. 

We are following a path that is leading towards the revival of the 
ideal of freedom and the revival of humanity and humane values. 
In virtue of this lofty horizon, many complications in the realm of 
politics, path of struggle and ideas have already been resolved and 
set aside.. 
I reiterate that the aim of this movement has never been and is not 
to obtain power at all costs. Our aim is to guarantee freedom and 
democracy at all costs.
And our platform is summed up in three words: Freedom, democracy 
and equality.

Liberated women of Iran, teachers, educators, students, workers and 
toilers who are forced to endure the growing pressures of high prices 
and other forms of privation as well as reactionary impositions, and 
you brave young people of Iran, the time has come to rise up.
I call upon all of you to rise up to free our enchained people and 
nation. 
The key to victory is the word “freedom,” the glorious ideal of 
freedom.

The key to victory 
is the word 
“freedom,”
the glorious ideal 
of freedom.
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I’ve been involved in the effort to 
ensure liberty, freedom, justice, and 
safety for the residents of Ashraf for 
a year now and during that time my own State Department has told us many 
things that are untrue and that are misrepresentations.
When I learned that my country, the United States, had signed a contract with 
each and every resident of Ashraf that if they gave up their weapons, which 
they did, we would offer them and guarantee them protection and I looked at 
that tape of the April 8, 2011 massacre and I didn’t see one American soldier 
protecting anybody; in fact I saw the Iraqi police using American weapons, 
American trucks, and American vehicles to kill innocent people, including eight 
women, and that was enough for me.
We have got to stand with Ashraf. The Ashrafis in Liberty and in Ashraf have to 
know that we are with them.
I am ashamed of my government. My government has failed to protect the 
residents of Ashraf. My government has failed to delist the PMOI, notwithstanding 
the fact that England and the European Union did just that. And my government 
has failed to be fair. You hear comments from the State Department putting all 
the blame for any road block on the residents and not on the government of 
Iraq. It’s time for us—the United States—to stand up. It’s time for us to do our 
job, to honor our commitment. 

Governor Ed Rendell
Governor of Pennsylvania 
(2002-2011)

Philippe Douste-Blazy
UN Deputy Secretary General for 
Innovative Sources 
French Minister of Foreign Affairs
(2005-2007)

It’s time for us to honor 
our commitment

When the dictatorship wants to stifle the 
voice of your people in the streets of Iranian 
cities, when the pressure of all kinds try to 
silence us, when human rights are abused in 
your country, this gathering proves that your 
nation stands, with real leadership embodied 
by the National Council of Resistance, and 
then by Mrs. Rajavi.
We are here to demonstrate that together, 
we have a force that no power on earth 
can bypass and ignore. As Deputy Secretary 
General of the United Nations, I would 
strongly argue that the UN and its officials 
must keep a total neutrality. 
It is unacceptable that Tehran can influence 
the fate of the victims. It is unacceptable to 
praise the Iraqi government and place the 
residents of Ashraf and Liberty in front of 
human rights violations, saying to those in 
Ashraf: either you get slaughtered or you go 
to Liberty. 
It is unacceptable that none of the promises 
made to these people have been kept. When 
I will be back in New York, I will tell  the 
United Nations Secretary-General about this 
intolerable situation.
As their requests have not been met, Ashraf 
residents have the right to refuse to go 
to Liberty in inhumane conditions. And I 
solemnly asks my friend Antonio Guterres, 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, to declare the Liberty camp a real 
refugee camp.

Ashraf residents have the right 
to refuse to go to Liberty in 
inhumane conditions

I want to just say to all of you that is a 
great crowd, as good as any in America, 
in the Republican or Democratic 
convention! The people of Iran deserve 
a democratic government. They deserve to have freedom and democracy. 
The presence of this huge audience in this hall is the best evidence of the desire 
of the Iranian people for democratic change. Democratic change in Iran is in 
the interest of the world, of the international community, but also with global 
peace and security. So my country, America, has to become a leader on this 
issue. 
There have been a lot of distinguished leaders that you will hear from the 
Republican and Democratic Party, politicians, attorney generals, military 
leaders, academics, but also distinguished leaders from the European Union, 
from Latin America that you will hear from soon.  But my country must send a 
very clear message to Tehran. 
First and foremost again, and it has to happen within four months, a decision—
the MEK needs to be delisted. The MEK has provided valuable information 
and intelligence to America. They’ve been on the side of freedom. There’s no 
reason why this shouldn’t happen. Secondly, America’s leadership in the world 
and the UN should demand that the MEK members in Camp Ashraf and Liberty 
must be supported in every single way. 

Bill Richardson
Governor of New Mexico (2003 - 2011)

The presence of this huge 
audience in this hall is the best 
evidence of the desire of the 
Iranian people for democratic 
change
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Good to see so many women. 
It’s not normal in political 
gatherings. 
Dear Mrs. Rajavi, by careful 
listening to your speech the 
passion and determination 
that I saw, I felt in every single 
word that this is the time for 
great women leaders.  
This week and in the next few 
days here in Paris, another 
great woman, Aung San Suu 
Kyi is visiting Europe after 
so many years of nonviolent 
struggle and she’s coming I 
think at the beginning of a 
hope for freedom, democracy 
and liberty in her own country.
Just look around, you will see a 
lot of great women leader. And 
you have one. So, be proud of 
her. I’m proud also to tell you 
that there is a delegation here 
of the Italian Parliament from 
the Senate and the House of 
Representatives.
That’s why I’m simply saying, 
that we in the Transnational 
Nonviolent Radical Party, will 
be with you as well as we 
are with all other oppressed 
people in the world. Because 
freedom and dignity have no 
boundary. They are simply 
universal human rights. So 
friends, you have a great 
leader.  Take care of her. She 
will definitely lead you.  

Emma Bonino
Vice-President of Italian 
Senate

This is the time 
for great women 
leaders

It’s about time that the USA, the European Union and 
all the countries of the world stand together with 
one very powerful voice and powerful argument: 
Regime change in Iran. The people of Egypt overthrew 
Mubarak. The people of Libya overthrew Kaddafi. The 
people of Syria are attempting to overthrow Assad. 
They’ve all been praised as freedom fighters. What 
about the people of Iran? You seek to overthrow the 
most oppressive regime in the region.  Why are those 
countries that supported overthrow of those regimes 
not supporting the overthrow of the Iranian mullahs?  
The reason is fear, appeasement. The reason is we 
cling to the misguided notion that we can talk to the 
mullahs, we can negotiate with them. Well, they don’t 
want to talk to us. They use discussions as a pretext so 
that they can develop nuclear armaments. This Iranian 
regime is the single biggest state sponsor of terrorism 
in the world. It’s the most extreme regime, it’s been 
the most brutal to its own people.  And it is seeking 
to become a nuclear power, which will destabilize 
the entire region. Wouldn’t this world be safer with 
an Iran that is dedicated to democracy, to freedom, 
freedom for women, for all people, to the rule of law? 
And unlike these other places: Egypt, Libya, Syria, 
there’s an alternative right now that exists here and in 
Iran to replace this regime with all of you. 
And let’s say to the people in Ashraf and in the other 
camp who are listening to us, you’re not alone, you’re 
not forgotten. You will never be alone or forgotten. 
Anything and everything that happens to you we will 
know, we will stand with you. We will protect you. And 
we look forward to a time when you are free and we 
can all join you in Iran with freedom and democracy 
and the rule of law.  

Rudy Giuliani  
Mayor of New York (1994-2001)

It’s about time that the USA, the EU 
and all the countries of the world stand 
together with one very powerful voice 
and argument: Regime change in Iran

Rita Sussmuth
Former President of the 
German Bundestag

I hope that many people in Ashraf, in 
Liberty and in Iran can hear or see us. 
What this afternoon shows, is the need 
of  emotion, struggle for freedom and 
many people who are in solidarity for 
a good idea and  they do not give up. I 
am very happy that there are so many 
women here. Always it is said that 
women do not fight much, but for a 
good cause they like to fight, long and 
with great patience and resistivity. 
I want to emphasize again, the residents 
of camp Ashraf and Liberty have shown 
their best sake, that despite the much 
worse conditions they have moved. 
They can not be criticized, they have 
not been uncooperative. But all 
promises that were made have not 
been fulfilled for them. Whether the 
water, electricity, help for a little shade 
from the sun, or medical treatment. 
The humanitarian basic needs are not 
solved. And to this we have to say no and 
express our outrage. And I will repeat 
what already several people have said 
before me here it is not the question to 
distinguish  between terrorists or not 
terrorists. But it is about human sense, 
as like for all  people there is a universal 
legal protection, security and humanity. 
With the judgment of the Federal 
Appellate Court in Washington, we 
can hope that in four months, the 
Americans say a clear no to the list. To 
fight for freedom is worth it, and I want 
to call on all not to give up until not only 
these refugees but all Iran will be free.

Promises made to people of 
Ashraf and Liberty have not 
been fulfilled
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Just a few days ago in Moscow, they finished 
the latest negotiations with the regime in 
Tehran over its nuclear weapons program. This 
is the latest in the world’s longest running game 
of charade.
Ten years these negotiations have gone on.  
And for ten years the regime in Tehran has 
outnegotiated Europe, outnegotiated the 
United States, and outnegotiated the United 
Nations.  We are on the verge of a very 
dangerous event if the mullahs achieve their 
long sought objective of deliverable nuclear 
weapons. 
And that is why I think it is high time for the 
United States to make it its open and declared 
policy that we must overthrow the mullahs in 
Tehran. 
I have served in the executive branch of our 
government. I have had access to information 
about terrorist organizations. And like many 
colleagues of mine, some of whom you will 
hear from today, who have seen the so-
called evidence about the MEK there is no 
justification, and there never was, for it to be 
put on that list.  
It was put on in the late 1990s under the belief 
that it would placate the mullahs in Tehran. That 
was wrong. It was kept on the list in 2008 under 
the impression it would placate the mullahs in 
Tehran. That was wrong too. The facts need to 
lead where they lead.  Let the facts fall where 
they may. If there were evidence of terrorist 
activity let the State Department present it to 
the courts.  They haven’t done that yet.  
Whatever happens on the nuclear front, the 
only long-term solution, the only way out of the 
dilemma that the world faces is to overthrow 
the mullahs in Tehran.  

Ambassador John Bolton
US Ambassador to the United 
Nations (2005-2006)

It is high time for the US to make 
it its declared policy that we must 
overthrow the mullahs in Tehran

The court told the State Department of the 
United States that it must make a decision by 
October 1 as to whether it will remove MEK 
from the list of foreign terrorist organizations. 
A designation that the European Union and 
the UK have long since removed. Now I don’t 
usually speculate on the meaning of court 
decisions beyond their precise terms.  
But I will tell you, in the privacy of this small 
room, that this decision has the potential 
to achieve an excellent effect, which is to 
give the State Department a face-saving 
way to remove the designation that never 
should have been there. I will tell you 
also, that I believe the willingness of many 
people here, and many who are not here, 
to put their good names on the line and to 
support delisting had a meaningful effect on 
that court decision. I don’t believe that the 
court would have felt comfortable telling 
the State Department that unless it makes 
up its mind to the contrary, by October 1, 
based on some evidence that it hasn’t thus 
far disclosed, MEK will be delisted. The court 
would not have felt comfortable reaching 
that conclusion unless it had felt that no 
harm could come from the decision. And 
the people who put their names on the 
line and filed a friend of the court brief in 
support of delisting, former governors and 
military people and Cabinet officers and law 
professors and others, helped give them that 
comfort level and confidence.  
I’m also here to tell you that those people, 
we who stood up for you in the past and 
stood up for the residents in the past, will 
not relent.  We will not relent until what 
should happen does happen.  

We, who stood up for you in the 
past will not relent, we will not 
relent until what should happen 
does happen 

Judge Michael Mukasey
The 81st Attorney General of the United 
States

We made a fateful choice.  We made 
an agreement with the United 
Nations to send people to Camp 
Liberty. And on its honor, with its 
sacred honor, the United Nations 
pledged that people’s lives would 
be safe, their needs for water and 
electricity and medical care would 
get met. We are honorable people, 
and we agreed. 
We are prepared for every last 
person to leave Ashraf.  We do not 
stall. We do not wait. We want 
people in Camp Liberty because 
from there the fight goes on when 
we relocate people to Europe. We 
kept our promise in moving people 
to Camp Liberty. You keep your 
promise in keeping people safe and 
secure with basic humanitarian 
needs. This is the least the United 
Nations can do.  Keep your word. 
We kept ours. 
The years will pass. Others may 
forget. But as a generations 
go by your children and their 
children’s children will sit on their 
grandparents’ knees and it will be 
said that when Iran was enslaved, 
when others cowered, when others 
had fear, your family stood tall.  
You remembered what Persia had 
been. You know what Iran could 
be. Your family had courage and 
strength. You stood with Madame 
Rajavi. You stood tall. You fought 
for a free Iran. Never give up. Never 
give up. 

Robert Torricelli
Former Democratic US Senator 
from New Jersy

People of Ashraf kept 
their promise, now UN 
must keep its promise
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We all know how much the Iranian 
people and members of the Resistance 
who are here or in Ashraf have suffered 
unjust and repressive behavior of the 
past right-wing governments. It must be 
stopped and the Iranian Resistance and 
its President-elect, Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, 
should finally be recognized. I regret the 
silence of the Special Representative 
of the Secretary General of the UN in 
Iraq before the Iraqi government which 
claims -in violation of international law- 
that these people of Ashraf have no 
status. We solemnly warn against this 
kind of position, which can only be the 
prelude to another massacre.
We are embittered by reports that the 
Special Representative of the UN could 
have discussed the fate of opponents 
of Ashraf with the Iranian regime. It 
means talking with the executioners 

For me it is an emotional moment, to have 
often participated - here in these rallies, but 
often with my colleague representatives of Val 
d’Oise - in your gatherings and to support you 
in your struggle. A fair struggle, a tough one, 
a struggle that raises our admiration for the 
courage you and the Iranian Resistance show, 
by the tenacity that is yours.
So far I brought this support as mayor of Val 
d’Oise, today I join Jean-Pierre Michel and 
many parliamentary socialists to support you 
on behalf of the national representation. I think 
in the new Socialist Group today we are many 
to consider that France must regain its lost 
place in the world, that it must take a strong 
position in particular in regard to the future of 
Iran, the future of the Iranian people, to return 
to democracy, it must follow the necessary 
process to stop the development of nuclear 
weapons in Iran and France should intervene 
there as elsewhere.
Further I like to express that here we are 
confident that your struggle which you 
continued for 30 years, will win. All dictatorships 
come to an end one day, we should always 
fight.
We need to solve urgently the problem of 
Ashraf residents, we will ask the French 
government to ensure that all guarantees will 
be given to the residents of Ashraf and Camp 
Liberty 

Jean-Pierre 
Brard
Former MP

Jean-Pierre 
Michel
Member of 
French Senate 
and Co-Chair 
of the French 
Committee for a 
Democratic Iran

Dominique 
Lefebvre 
Member 
of French 
Parliament and 
Mayor of Cergy

All guarantees must be given 
to the residents of Ashraf and 
Camp Liberty

What gathers us today in Paris, is our 
absolute solidarity with the heroic 
people of Iran. The challenge we have 
together, with President Maryam Rajavi 
is to abolish the mullahs’ dictatorship, 
is to put an end to religious fascism and 
to offer to Iran and the Iranian  people 
a democratic and secular future  where 
everybody will be free to believe or 
not believe in a faith. Our dream of 
freedom must become a nightmare for 
the mullahs. The People’s Mojahedin’s 
dignity is to resist, whatever the price 
will be.

To resist, 
whatever the 
price will be

A new transfer to Camp Liberty 
must not take place until the 
minimum requirments  of the 
residents of this camp have 
been answered

of the victims. This is a red line that 
should not have been crossed; it is 
an indelible stain on the UN and its 
secretariat.
Finally, we believe that a new transfer 
to Camp Liberty must not take place 
until the minimum demands of the 
residents of this camp have been 
answered. Iran is now on the threshold 
of a turning decision. France has its 
role to play by deliberately placing 
itself on the side of the Iranian people 
who suffer and on the side of their 
organized resistance of the NCRI and 
its president, Maryam Rajavi.
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Brian Binley
Member of UK House of Commons

It is time too for us to 
make a change, to change 
our 30-year-old policy 
towards the region and 
especially towards Iran
I want to direct my remarks to the 
great and wonderful Mrs. Maryam 
Rajavi.  For three decades we have 
supported your valiant resistance to 
religious dictatorship.  Today I say on 
behalf of my colleagues, and I say 
with pride, that we will continue to 
support you and promise that we 
will be standing beside you when the 
final victory comes.  Let me say to 
you that the storm of change in the 
Middle East is also a message to our 
own governments.  
It is time too for us to make a change, 
to change our 30 -year-old policy 
towards the region and especially 
towards Iran.  The West has reached 
an impasse with an Iranian regime 
which only talks in the language of 
terror and intimidation. 
We have gone beyond all reasonable 
limits in tolerating this regime, and 
the result has been a terrible injustice.  
A hundred and twenty thousand 
martyrs, members and supporters 
of the Iranian opposition, have been 
executed and massacred and we pay 
tribute to them.  Three thousand four 
hundred of its members are in Camp 
Ashraf and Camp Liberty and they 
have been suppressed at the behest 
of the Iranian mullahs through their 
proxy Al-Maliki.  And that must not 

At the podium: Brian Binley, MP; from left: Beppe Fenech Adami, MP from Malta; Malcolm Fowler, Member of  Human Rights Committee of the Law Society in England 
and Wales; Sara Chandler, Head of Human Rights Committee of the Law Society in England and Wales;  Chris Kelly, MP;  Mattew Offord, MP; Mrs. Offord; Lord Clarke of 
Hampsted; Mrs. King; Lord King of West Bromwich; Lord Maginnis of Drumglass; Mark Williams, MP; Lord Cotter; Mrs. Cotter and Lucy Scott-Moncrieff, President of the 
Law Society in England and Wales.

Lord Maginnis of 
Drumglass
Member of UK House of 
Lords

When you come to an event 
like today, it is quite inspiring 
to listen to Madam Rajavi 
and to remind yourself of 
the plight of those who 
are either in camp Ashraf 
or have moved to that 
something little better than 
a concentration camp, camp 
Liberty. I think when one 
listens to Madam Rajavi, one 
cannot hope but be inspired. 
She understands the need 
for society, for women and 
children and they are treated 
with equity and equality. 
She explained that today, 
and it is admirable that 
she has that vision given 
all the pressures that her 
organization has been under. 
She still keeps this wonderful 
sense of perspective. I think 
the people of Iran are lucky 
to have somebody like Mrs. 
Rajavi. 

Lord King of 
West Bromwich
Member of UK House 
of Lords

The Iranian regime is afraid 
of people in Ashraf city and 
now Liberty because they 
have been very committed 
to freedom of speech, to 
stand for their country, for 
equal rights. The regime 
is afraid that they replace 
them that why they are 
going out of their way to 
make their life difficult not 
only the life of residents but 
their relatives in Iran as well.
All I like to say is that we do 
what we can. What I really 
applaud is their bravery to 
stand up against so much 
torture and all the things 
which are denied to them 
and standing up to all 
of those difficulties with 
bravery and I hope the day 
will come that they will be 
free like anyone else and go 
back to their country as free 
men. 

David Amess
Member of UK House 
of Commons

be allowed to continue.
You here today are the voice 
of the millions in Iran who 
cannot speak.  And so I say to 
the UK government, to the 
U.S. government, to the United 
Nations Security Council, listen 
to your voice.  Listen to your 
argument.  Listen to your 
desires. Because within those 
desires lays a heart content 
and wishing for freedom and 
democracy as they all wish for.   
That is where we all actually 
are brothers and sisters under 
the skin.  It’s our freedom, 
our democracy that we’re 
fighting for.  You are the people 
suffering, but it’s our cause just 
as much as your cause.  And we 
join with you and we’ll fight it 
to the end.  

Mr. David Amess, a 
member of the British 
delegation introduced his 
colleagues and  moderated 
a part of the event. 
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Lord Brian Cotter
Member of UK House of Lords

Maryam Rajavi is an 
honorable person 
representing an honorable 
cause
I have great regard for Madam Rajavi. 
She is a terrific person and an inspiration 
and we need more people like her in the 
governments of this world because we 
are in a very difficult situation today. 
There is no question that Madam Rajavi is 
a better choice for Iran. This is the fourth 
time that I support this rally in Paris 
and I meet in the British Parliament the 
representatives of people here today. She 
is an honorable person representing and 
honorable cause. 

Mark Williams
Member of UK House of Commons

Iranian regime is frightened 
by the sheer number of the 
people here

Matthew Offord
Member of UK House of Commons

Today, I bring greetings from Law Society of England and 
Wales for the residents of Ashraf and Liberty and for all the 
people in Iran who are fighting for democracy and who are 
hoping for freedom. 
I believe the Iranian regime is fearful and they do anything 
to stop regime change.
I believe the ten-point plan of Mrs. Maryam Rajavi is the 
very best that will bring freedom, democracy equality for 
all Iranians. 
I have seen the great love and respect from all those who 
know her, and all of those who have heard her message. I 
cannot think of anything that is different. That is so wrong  
to say that she represents a cult. She has respect and love 
of thousands and thousands of people and I see it here 
today.

The opposition is alive and well

I am here for my fundamental believe in 
democracy and fair play. And that applies 
to people all around the world including 
those in Camp Ashraf.
There is simple reason that Iranian regime 
is putting pressure on the residents of 
Camp Ashraf, they are scared. They are 
scared because there is an opposition. 
And that opposition is alive and well, be 
it in Camp Ashraf or be it here today at 
this conference. So fundamentally they 
do not want this to continue and they do 
not want people to continue to oppose 
them. We are here today to show them 
that there is an opposition and there is an 
alternative way for Iran and its people. 

Sara Chandler
Chair of Human Rights Committee 
of the Law Society of England and 
Wales

Delegations from UK and Malta

I learned that a delegation of government of Iraq included a man indicted 
in Spain for having been responsible for the killing of quite a  number of  
Ashraf residents in 2011. And he was amongst the delegation and he was 
prevented entry into the European Parliament building in Brussels quite 
rightly so. 
But what is chilling is that a representative of U.S. State Department in the 
United States had indicated that they supported that delegation going to 
Brussels.
That says a lot about the absence of any principle to approach on the 
part of US State Department. That must stop, especially in the light of the 
Court of Appeals ruling in Washington D.C. The State Department is still 
dragging its heels but they are given limited period of time to delist until 
October. I believe they should do it faster. They should have done it a long 
time ago. But they must uphold the rule of law as they profess that they 
champion the rule of law domestically and abroad. That is what this battle 
is about. We will not falter. We wish you well we salute your bravery and 
your resilience.  

Malcolm Fowler
Member of Human Rights Committee of 
Law Society of England and Wales

The ten-point plan of Mrs. Rajavi will 
bring  freedom, democracy and equality 
for Iran

The US Department of State is still dragging its 
heels. They must uphold the rule of law.

People describe Ashraf as the beacon 
of democracy and freedom and Liberty 
in that hostile part of the world. And 
the Iranian regime knows that Ashraf is 
the tip of the iceberg. There are many 
thousands of people in Iran campaigning 
for democratic rights and freedoms and 
of course we have many thousands of 
Iranians from around the world here 
today in Paris campaigning for the same 
cause. The Iranian regime is frightened 
because of the numbers, the sheer 
number of the people who wish to see 
democratic change in Iran.
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The inaction of the UN with 
respect to Iraqi government 
violations of its commitments 
to the UN is incomprehensible

Gianfranco Terenzi  
Chairman of San Marino’s 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee  

We are on your side 

I have come from the Republic of 
San Marino  with other representative colleagues.
Republic of San Marino is one of the oldest republics that believes in 
freedom and democracy. We are aware of the difficult and stressful 
situation of the residents of Camp Ashraf. We believe that freedom 
and independence will be restored to your country and we are on 
your side.

Delegations from Italy and San Marino

Carlo Ciccioli
Italian MP, Co-Chair of the Italian 
Committee of Parliamentarians and 
Citizens for a Free Iran

I want to greet you on behalf of the Italian 
Committee of Citizens and Parliamentarians 
for a Free Iran and on behalf of the majority 
members of Italian Parliament and Senate, 
as well as my colleagues in San Marino 
Parliament who are present here. 
We have emphasized in Italy and San Marino 
that the West should not be watching Iraqi 
government suppress mullahs’ opponents 
in Ashraf and Liberty and should not let 
the United Nations and its charter to 
become hollow. Now the inaction of the 
UN with respect to Iraqi government which 
continuously violates its commitments 
to the UN is incomprehensible. The 
Special Representative of the Secretary 
General is expected to react to violation of 
residents’ fundamental rights. He also must 
vehemently stand against any interference 
of the Iranian regime in the fate of asylum 
seekers who have escaped its rule because 

this would be a violation of refugee law. 
As long as the mullahs are allowed such 
interference in this matter, improvement in 
the situation of Liberty is impossible. 
Three years ago in 2009 these days, the Iran’s 
spring could have born fruit, if the West was 
not silent and supported it through practical 
means and clear voice. 
While the US Appeals Court like Europe has 
declared its opinion for removing of MEK 
from the US terrorism list, we have to have 
practical and active support for the mullahs’ 
democratic opposition of National Council 
of Resistance of Iran under the leadership 
of Mrs. Rajavi and recognize it as the only 
alternative for Iran’s future. This will help 
the Iranian people’s main objective to be 
met and also will equip us with an effective 
arm in dealing with the mullahs’ nuclear 
projects and its shameful support for 
international terrorism.

Italian  delegation included 
members of Italian Parliament 
and Senate:
Hon. Carlo Ciccioli
Hon. Elisabetta Zamparutti
Hon. Antonio Razzi
Hon. Domenico Scilipoti 
Hon. Maria Elena  Stasi
Hon. Vincenzo D’anna
Hon. Amalia Schirru
Sen. Lucio Malan
Sen. Giorgio Bornacin
Sen. Luigi Conpagna
Delegation from San Marino 
included parliamentarians:

Hon. Gianfranco Terenzi  
Hon. Giuseppe Maria 
Morganti

From left: Mayor Nicola Andreacola, Hon. Antonio Razzi, Hon. 
Fracesco Pasquali, Mayor Domenico Corte.
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Thousands of lawmakers from countries across the world support 
Iranian Resistance, residents of Ashraf and Liberty

Parliamentary Assembly
of Council of Europe

Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, 
President-elect of the National Council of Resistance of Iran,
I am honored to present to you the statement signed by thousands of my 
colleagues in the European Parliament, Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe and national parliaments of 46 countries from five 
continents across the world, including the signatures of the majority members 
of 20 parliaments in support of the resistance under your leadership and in 
defense of the rights of Camps Ashraf and Liberty residents. I assure you that 
we will make every effort to safeguard their safety and security.

We regard this as a profoundly humanitarian responsibility and a vital 
political priority. We believe wholeheartedly that you and all women and 
men under your leadership, including the residents of Ashraf and Liberty, 
represent the hope for the future of your nation and are the best guarantee for 
democracy and peace in Iran and the whole of the Middle East region. 

On behalf of all our colleagues, we warned the Iraqi Government’s senior 
officials earlier this week to stop turning Camp Liberty into a prison and 
underscored that the residents’ transfer to Liberty will continue upon the 
fulfillment their minimum demands articulated in six items. 

We have explicitly urged the US Government, the European Union and the 
United Nations to take initiative in order to fulfill these minimum demands 
and to refrain from resolving the problems at the expense of the residents as 
has been the case in the past. Any solution based on such an approach would 
be untenable and would only encourage the Iranian regime and the Iraqi 
Government to resort to violence and step up the violation of the residents’ 
rights. We particularly impressed upon the US Government to implement 
the order of the US Court of Appeals and remove the People’s Mojahedin 
Organization of Iran (PMOI) from the Foreign Terrorist Organizations 
list immediately as this designation has acted as a key factor in the violence 
against, and the murder of, the residents.

We reaffirm our commitment to support your ideals and to urge our 
governments to recognize your movement as the democratic alternative to the 
theocracy ruling Iran.

Alejo Vidal-Quadras
Vice President of the European Parliament,
President of the International Committee In Search of Justice
June 20, 2012

MEPs Tunne Kelam, Struan Stevenson, Alejo Vidal-Quadras, Ryszard Czarnecki and Maryam Rajavi
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Alejo Vidal-Quadras
Vice-President of the European Parliament

Struan Stevenson
President of the EP Delegation 
for Relations with Iraq

Watch Mr. Maliki what you do in Ashraf and Liberty, because probably one day 
you will like to visit Europe, and we will treat you exactly in the same way you 
treat the people of Ashraf and Liberty
As Mr. Maliki sent a delegation to the European Parliament, we understand he wants to talk to us; 
he wants to cooperate with us. And as Mr. Maliki is watching us now by satellite television, I have a 
message for him: You want to talk with us, we talk to you. You want to discuss with us constructively, 
we will discuss with you constructively. You want to cooperate with us; we are ready to cooperate 
with you. But please, if you want to do all this with us, do not send us criminals to do that.  Because 
our idea of what to do with criminals is different from yours, Mr. Prime Minister. You put them in 
responsibilities of command of your forces. We send them to prison. So, if you want to engage with us, 
we are ready. But watch what you do in Ashraf and Liberty, because probably one day you will like to 
visit Europe, and we will treat you exactly in the same way you treat the people of Ashraf and Liberty.  

We do not welcome 
alleged murderers in the 
European Parliament. 
Last weekend I received 
notification that the Iraqi 
embassy in Brussels had sent a 
list of 14 names of senior Iraqis 
who were apparently going 
to come to Brussels and were 
asking for a meeting. This list 
contained the deputy foreign 
minister, and the name of 
George Bakoos from the office 
of the prime minister. It also 
contained several prominent 
members of military and 
intelligence, including the 
notorious Colonel Sadiq, now 
the commanding officer in 
Camp Liberty. Colonel Sadiq 
has been indicted by the judges 
in Spain for his complicity in the 
alleged murder of 47 people 
in the two massacres in Camp 
Ashraf and his involvement in 
torture and oppression.  
So, I immediately gave 
instructions that this man 
must be stopped from entering 
the European Parliament. He 
must have his security badge 
removed. And I waited in the 
meeting room on Tuesday, 
waiting for this delegation 
from Iraq to arrive. And they 
were 20 minutes late because 
when they arrived at the door 
of the European Parliament 
the security officials stripped 
Colonel Sadiq of his security 
pass and they would not allow 
him in the building. 
Ladies and gentlemen, we 
do not welcome alleged 
murderers in the European 
Parliament. 
We have sent a lesson back to 
Iraq, because Colonel Sadiq was 
arrested here in Paris. And he 
has now been released on bail. 
He has returned to Iraq, but I 
can assure you Nouri Al-Maliki 
will think twice before he sends 
someone like that to Brussels 
again. 
There is no point in trying to 
appease the mullahs in Tehran. 
Regime change is the only 
answer. 

The European Parliament Delegation

From left: Tunne Kelam, Alejo Vidal-Quadras, Struan Stevenson and Ryszard Czarnecki.

I would like to congratulate you for the magnificent 
legal success in the United States to have the 
PMOI delisted as a terrorist organization that’s 
a tremendous breakthrough after many years of 
efforts. Congratulation to the organization and many 
congratulations to Madam Rajavi for her magnificent 
leadership throughout that entire campaign. 
I also want to stress to you we fully understand and 
follow, on a daily basis, exactly what’s going on in camp 
Ashraf and camp Liberty, and the severe deprivation 
they imposed on those who already transferred to 
camp Liberty and the extreme pressure they put on 
those still in camp Ashraf to make that move which is 
totally unacceptable. Liberty still is not recognized as a 
refugee camp, clearly it is not a transit camp. 
The current conditions there, the prison like conditions, 
the fact that the residents are not allowed to bring 
the movable property with them from Ashraf are 
unacceptable.

Stephen Hughes
First Vice President of 
Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats 
Group in the European 
Parliament

excerpts of message by:

This is the fourth time that I am participating 
in this event and now I see a great progress. 
The presence of dignitaries from the United 
States that is very important. On the issue 
of Iran  the United States has a crucial role. 
Support of political elites now is absolutely 
bigger than few years ago. And such support 
for people of Ashraf and Liberty is very 
important.
The recent victory of PMOI in the court in 
the United Stats is also very important.  I 
believe the court order could pave the way 
for political decision by the US government.  
I think this is a turning point and I think the 
US government will change its point of view 
on the issue of listing of PMOI. I do not know 
when but I hope as soon as possible.  
I believe the  international community, 
EU and other countries such as U.S. and 
international organizations  such as United 
Nations must pressure the Iraqi government. 
It is unacceptable that the Iraqi government 
is violating the agreements reached. 

Ryszard Czarnecki
Member of the European Parliament from 
Poland
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It’s a privilege to be here with you 
this afternoon.  As I look back, it is 
absolutely clear to me that the Iranian 
regime uses terror as a means to 
accomplish its political and ideological 
objectives.  They’ve done it in Iraq, 
they’ve done it elsewhere in the region 
and there’s no doubt in my mind that 
they will continue to do it.  
I got to Iraq in July, 2004, just as the 
time that the MEK were receiving their 
protected status.  I will tell you, we 
closely monitored the activities there 
at Camp Ashraf because we felt very 
strongly that we needed to honor the 
agreement that had been made by my 
predecessor to protect the MEK there 
at Camp Ashraf.  
We set up a system where we did 
weekly reviews.  And my three 
generals who led those reviews for me 
are probably familiar to some of you: 
General Miller, General Brandenburg 
and General Gardiner. 
Never, never in any of those briefings 
was I informed of any adverse activity 
by the MEK.  In fact, close cooperation 
was all that we ever received.  And so 
from that perspective I watched with 
grave concern the events of 2009 and 
2011, those tragic events.  
And they only reinforced to me what 
I believe is the best opportunity for 
everyone, the rapid and safe removal 
of the MEK from Iraq.  And I can tell 
you that I firmly believe that the best 
way to facilitate this is the removal 
of the MEK from the list of terrorist 
organizations.

George William Casey
Chief of Staff of the United States Army 
(2007-2011)
Commanding General, Multi-National 
Force – Iraq (2004 to 2007)

Delist PMOI (MEK) to 
facilitate the resettlement of 
Ashraf residents

Mitchell Reiss 
Former Director of Policy Planning at the 
U.S. Department of State

The brave refusal of the 
people at camp Ashraf 
and camp Liberty to be 
intimidated heartens all of us 

The dignified behavior of your friends 
and family, contrasts with the lack of 
democracy, representative government 
and the rule of law inside Iran. Their 
patience and grace under pressure has 
revealed the true colors of Iran and 
its allies in Iraq’s government and its 
security forces. 
The efforts by the men, women and 
children in camps Ashraf and liberty 
to live within the truth has meaning 
that transcends these camps. Indeed, 
it transcends Iran or Iraq. The heroic 
examples each of them sets everyday 
are not just for themselves. They are for 
all those people, anywhere in the world, 
who struggle against oppression and 
dictatorship. 
The brave refusal of the people at 
camp Ashraf and camp Liberty to be 
intimidated heartens all of us at this 
convention and all those watching 
around the world. Their determination 
gives us determination. Their courage 
gives us courage. Their example inspires 
us and it inspires all people who yearn to 
live in freedom and dignity. 
We are here today to try to right a 
wrong. We are here to help the men, 
women and children in these camps live 
within the truth.
Delisting the PMOI is the fastest most 
certain way to reach that goal. We will 
not be satisfied, we will not rest, we will 
not be silent until every man, woman 
and child currently in those camps are 
known everywhere in the world as free 
people.

Robert Joseph
U.S. Undersecretary of State for Arms 
Control and International Security until 
2007

The mullahs have played the nuclear 
negotiations as  a game, and they have won 
because they have bought more time for the 
nuclear program. Sanctions, while they are 
now having a significant effect in terms of the 
disruption of the economy, they have not yet 
translated into any real impact on the nuclear 
program. More and even tougher sanctions 
are necessary.  
Nuclear weapons will give the mullahs 
confidence that they can pursue their 
aggressive agenda in the region and beyond. 
As with all authoritarian governments, the 
people are the main threat. These regimes 
lack legitimacy. They are despised by their 
own people.  They must control their people 
only by force. And this takes me to my second 
conclusions. It is you, the people of Iran, who 
must overthrow this regime.  
We must instead of appeasement and 
accommodation protect the lives of those in 
Camp Ashraf and Camp Liberty who remain in 
constant danger. 
We need to delist the MEK, not only because it 
is the legally appropriate thing to do, it is also 
smart policy. The mullahs have branded the 
resistance movements here today as public 
enemy number one. And the reason is clear, 
the people here today ultimately will play a 
vital role in achieving freedom and democracy 
in Iran, and freedom and democracy are the 
greatest fears and the greatest threat to the 
mullahs. To Mrs. Rajavi and to the tens of 
thousands of people here today, as well as 
literally the millions who are here with us in 
spirit, Godspeed in your noble cause.  

We need to delist the MEK, 
because it is the legally 
appropriate thing to do 
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Phillip Crowley
U.S. Under Secretary of State from 
2009 to 2011

One hundred thousand 
of you came here today 
because you believe in 
democracy, freedom and 
change
One hundred thousand of you came 
here today because you believe in 
democracy, freedom and change. I 
am here to tell you that we hear you 
in the United States. And even more 
importantly, the regime in Tehran hears 
you as well, which is why they fear you 
as they do.  
Now, one of the curious aspects of the 
State Department’s position on the 
MEK is when it looks at a country in 
transition it looks at an opposition and 
says, is the opposition organized? I think 
we know the answer to that question. 
Is the organization united? We know 
the answer to that question. Does the 
opposition believe in democracy? We 
know the answer to that question. Is 
the democracy inclusive? We know the 
answer to that question.
So as you cry for freedom, they even 
hear you in Foggy Bottom. We know 
what needs to be done when we leave 
here.  We need to go out and get it done. 
Now finally this is a day about imagining, 
imagine  a very different future. 
Hopefully a day where our friends at 
Camp Ashraf and Camp Liberty are out 
of harm’s way. A day when an important 
country in a vital region of the world 
is led by a woman. And we have a 
country, Iran, that has a responsible 
and democratic government that 
is a constructive member of the 
international community, not a global 
pariah. So we all await that day, and 
perhaps one of these days we’ll have 
this meeting not in Paris, but in Tehran. 

We have got to stand with Ashraf, 
Ashrafis in Liberty and in Ashraf 
have to know that we are with 
them

Glenn Carle
Former U.S. Deputy National 
Intelligence Director for Transnational 
Threats

Western societies function under the 
premise that the world is rational and 
linear. Other societies take the view that 
reason is subjective. The truth is masked.
We could see these contrasts in philosophy 
in the Alhambra in Granada. The palace of 
Charles V reclaims its power in straight lines 
while the Alhambra is all nondescriptive 
wall secret out posts apparent only to 
those accepted inside.
The Alhambra offers a cautionary lesson 
about what the Iranian intelligence 
service, the MOIS, has been doing to the 
MEK and to any Iranian who opposes the 
government in Teheran.
The MOIS spreads disinformation, makes 
it hard to identify the truth, and make the 
victims of the regime’s crimes as the guilty 
parties. This is how disinformation is done. 
Never be so crude as to attack in straight 
lines or frontally, float conflicting versions 
of the facts. And that is the MOIS simply by 
using an obscure hack some place that is 
distorting the reality.
Anyone who is not part of the Iranian power 
structure knows that the true Monafeghin 
are the mullahs of Teheran.
And so this is the business of Western 
officials and those who support the Iranian 
people and free societies to recognize the 
distortions by the MOIS about the MEK, to 
support delisting the MEK and to champion 
straight forward to Western norms in Iran, 
and the call for an end to the abuse of 
thousands of refugees in camps Ashraf and 
Liberty.

Tasha de Vasconcelos 
The European Union Ambassador for 
Humanitarian Causes

We need to act for those 
in need in camps Ashraf 
and Liberty and in Iran as a 
whole  
I speak today as Ambassador for the 
European Union for the humanitarian 
causes. 
I have also been a refugee myself, so 
I can imagine the agony and grief of 
those we are here to support today, 
imprisoned and isolated of camp 
Ashraf and Liberty.
In Europe at present we have the 
privilege to welcome Ang Sun Suchi, a 
remarkable woman who has so much 
to teach us from her own experiences 
of exclusion, imprisonment and 
isolation. 
One of the things she teaches us is 
the importance of not forgetting such 
people to be forgotten to die. 
Today we will not forget those who 
are imprisoned in these camps and 
in remembering them, we will help 
them to live, not forgetting it has such 
an impact on ourselves too knowing 
the oppressed and isolated are also 
part of our world and has opened a 
door in my heart and has drawn me 
back into wider human community.
Today we want to reach out the hand 
of kindness, the hand of simple, 
decent human kindness, to those in 
need that their lives may be changed.
To reach out the hand of kindness is 
never a violent thing to do but nor is 
passive. We need to act for those in 
need in camp Ashraf and Liberty and 
in Iran as a whole. We need to stand 
up to the dark forces of repression.
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Günter Verheugen
Former Vice-President of the European Commission 

Salam Ashraf, Salam liberty, Salam Iran! I bring you the greetings of the 
German Solidarity Committee for a Free Iran. Members from all fractions of 
the German parliament work with this committee. We have two main goals. 
First, to do our part to stop the religious dictatorship of the mullahs in Iran as 
soon as possible. Our second goal, freedom, democracy and equality for all 
Iranians. Members of all fractions of the German parliament have signed a 
resolution which contains three main points. 1- We call on UN and particularly 
the United States to immediately guarantee measures that the basic living 
conditions at Camp Liberty are prepared in accordance with international 
standards. 2- We ask UN to recognize Liberty as a refugee camp which is 
entitled to international protection. 3- We all call on the UN and the Western 
democracies to work hard so that the residents can be transferred to safe 
third states. 

At Camp Ashraf and Camp Liberty the 
issue is closely linked to the question of 
democracy in Iran

We ask UN to recognize Liberty as a refugee camp 
which is entitled to international protection

German Delegation

The only way to get things changed is to have a democratic 
government in Tehran and the forces are there to build such 
a democratic government. We in the European Union, we 
in Europe, we are proud being the birthplace of freedom, of 
democracy, and of human right and therefore I ask, do we ask 
too much of our leaders if we tell them to stick to our own values 
and to recognize the fact that there is a strong and powerful 
democratic movement, that there is a strong and powerful 
democratic opposition in Iran and outside Iran, and that we 
have to support this movement and not to collaborate with 
the mullahs in Tehran? Do we ask too much if we ask them to 
acknowledge and to understand that at Camp Ashraf, at Camp 
Liberty the issue is closely linked to the question of democracy in 
Iran? You cannot have the one without the other.  

Otto Bernhardt
Chairman of the German Committee of Solidarity with Free Iran
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David Kilgour
Former Canadian Secretary of 
State
There are apparently 100,000 of 
us here today, people are waiting 
outside.  There are people here 
from 40 countries at this event. 
Does that show us to be a minor 
group? 
One of the gravest injustices by 
Western governments was putting 
the PMOI on the terrorist list. 
Canada and the U.S. regrettably 
continue this injustice today. The 
listing gives Khomeini’s mullahs an 
excuse to abuse and even worse 
Al-Maliki in Iraq is using the listings 
as a pretext to redress and attack 
inhumanly. 
The United Nations has been 
awfully weak to date in helping 
Ashraf and Liberty residents. 
More responsibility to protect 
is needed. We have to contain 
the worst instances of Al-Maliki’s 
government to protect their 3,400 
refugees there. 
Finally, let the world hear the voices 
of all of us here in Paris today. If 
this movement with its popular 
base, all of you, organization and 
leadership, does not represent 
the Iranian people, who does 
represent the Iranian people? 

Canadian Delegation

I bring you greetings on behalf 
of liberals in parliament of 
Canada. It was my first time 
as a Parliamentarian having 
an opportunity to participate 
in a rally and I must say aside 
from being a tremendous eye 
opening experience it really 
taught me of how much we 
have to come together as the 
world. 
I have learned that just how 
the movement has grown 
and that how the whole 
world is now watching what is 
happening, so as you continue 
to raise the awareness as 
many of us become aware of 
the suffering that is going on 
in Camp Ashraf, the need for 
us to be more involved not 
just as a country of Canada 
but as a world that seeks 
peace until we have peace 
everywhere not just one side 
against another side there will 
be suffering all over the world 
in various places. Events like 
this to support the movement 
will help ultimately to bring 
peace in the world.

Madam Rajavi we are very happy 
to be here. This is the third time 
I have attended. Couple of us are 
members from the opposition 
who are on the record as being 
of support and I am hoping that 
the government will finally see 
the light. 
I was quite moved when I 
listened to the speaker from 
Estonia because I happened 
to be on a visit with a group of 
Canadians and leading it in fall of 
1989 when they started to tear 
down the Berlin wall and walking 
down the streets of Berlin on 
several occasions women would 
run up and hug me.
What they really wanted to do 
was to whisper in my ear so no 
one would hear they are starting 
to tear down the wall and I 
would say is it really going to 
happen? Are we finally going to 
be free? 
One of the most exciting periods 
of my life was being there when 
they started tearing down the 
wall and the reaction of the 
Estonian people. I hope the 
same thing happens in Tehran.

Judy Sgro
Member of Canadian 
Parliament

David Smith
Member of Canadian Senate

David Smith
Member of Canadian 
Senate
Judy Sgro
Member of Canadian 
Parliament
Scott Simms
Member of Canadian 
Parliament

Canadian  delegation included members of Canadian Parliament and Senate:

First row from left: David Smith, Raymonde Folco and Judy Sgro; at the podium: David Kilgour; from right: Ahlam Balazs and Monique Auguste

David Matas Paul Forseth

A government cannot take advantage of 
its people and deny them of their human 
rights and still expect to remain in 
power. In war of values, all dictatorships, 
especially religious dictatorships, will 
come to their end.

Paul Forseth
Former member of Canadian 
Parliament

The June 23rd gathering in Paris 
was a great success. Not only more 
countries were represented but the 
key speakers from the United States 
spoke passionately of the removal of 
PMOI from the terror list of the United 
States. We can see the end of this 
tunnel. This will not take long.

Raymonde Folco
Former member of Canadian 
Parliament

The number of people and their 
enthusiasm depicts a tangible 
gap between the people and the 
government in Iran. It is only the 
presence of a totalitarian regime 
that makes such a gathering abroad 
necessary.

David Matas
Human rights lawyer

Raymonde Folco
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When we the free people of the 
world congregate in a place like 
this to fight for Ashraf, we are 
fighting for everything: for the 
resistance in Syria, for the people 
in Iraq trying to have a better 
democracy, for you guys of Iran 
that  want to have their country 
back. And we fight against tyrants 
all over the world.  We are going 
to fight for the Ashrafi people until 
the end.  
The first thing we are going to tell 
the world and those tyrants, is that 
we are not going to accept them to 
be obliged to go to Camp Liberty 
without any guarantee.
We’re not going to allow this, even 
though they’re telling us that this 
is a condition for the delisting. No, 
we don’t accept that blackmail.  
We want to tell our brothers 
and sisters of Ashraf that we 
are standing by them, we are 
supporting them, they are not 
alone in the world, and that all the 
world is standing today with us to 
defend them and their rights.
And I had a special message for 
the women of Ashraf, my sisters.  
I want to tell them that I’m very 
proud to be in the same side 
fighting this combat with Maryam 
Rajavi. 

Men and women of 
Ashraf and Liberty 
represent an Iran that 
we must support

Aude de Thuin
Founder and President of 
the Women’s Forum for the 
Economy and Society

Cinthia Fleury
Professor, Political Philosophy, 
American University of Paris

At each of your gathering I find 
myself more enthusiastic and 
motivated than the last one. 
You are right about the changing 
times that has brought you justice 
and indisputable victories. This is 
because you dared to challenge 
the major obstacles that they had 
put on your way, the unfounded 
inclusions in the lists of terrorist 
organizations. 
You have overcome all these 
difficulties despite the suffering.
The experience of your movement 
- I’m starting to know for some time 
- tells me that it is primarily women 
of your movement who dared 
face these unavoidable challenges 
and then lead the way. As often 
troubled world, it is women who 
are the first to react, first to resist, 
first to deal. Women - yet so 
despised - are strong. They will be 
more and more around the world.
And among them a woman totally 
assumed the role of exemplary 
leadership: Maryam Rajavi - by 
the courage and insight that she 
recognizes - has shown the path 
of sustainable resistance against a 
regime that is characterized by its 
misogyny. Mrs. Rajavi thank you for 
your courage and your beautiful 
smile.

If we are gathered today, it is 
to discuss together the future 
of Iran through the defense 
of men and women of Ashraf 
and Liberty. Who are they, 
these men and women to be 
at the heart of an issue which 
affects the truth and the 
future of Iran.
Today men and women of 
Ashraf and Liberty represent 
an Iran that we love, we 
admire, an Iran that must 
be supported, an Iran of 
resistance against the mullahs.  
The judgment of the Court 
of Appeals of Washington, 
which represents a historic 
turning point, it’s just the 
side of legality that changes 
hands. Specifically tomorrow, 
those who continue to accuse 
the PMOI from terror, it is 
they who will be illegal. I 
came and we all just there 
to call the world to respect 
the dignity and courage of 
these men and women in 
the supportive without half 
measures, we also support the 
great Iranian people in their 
quest for freedom from the 
scourge political and religious 
fundamentalism.

Ingrid Betancourt
Former Presidential 
Candidate in Columbia

We do not accept 
them to be obliged 
to go to Camp 
Liberty without any 
guarantee  

Linda Chavez
Former White House Director 
of Public Liaison 

Let me thank Madam Rajavi 
and all of those here who are 
representing the future of the 
Iranian people. Madam Rajavi is 
not just the head of the Iranian 
Resistance, she is not just a future 
leader of Iran, she is a leader for 
women of all the world. 
First I want to express solidarity 
with the people of camp Ashraf 
and camp Liberty. It pains me that 
my government has not stood up 
for the humanitarian needs of the 
people in those two camps and 
has not fought more to protect 
their basic human rights.
The people of Ashraf and Liberty 
deserve freedom, freedom of 
movement, and to live without 
the constant threat from the 
Iraqis who are there substantively 
to protect them.
The second reason that I am here 
today is to ask my government 
to delist the MEK. We Americans 
have been victims of Iranian 
terrorism that came from the 
mullahs in Iran who have tortured 
and killed Americans. The Iranian 
regime is not just a threat to 
those who live in camp Ashraf and 
Liberty. They are not just a threat 
to their own people. They are a 
threat to all the world and this 
will not end until there is a regime 
change in Iran.

Madam Rajavi is not 
just a future leader of 
Iran, she is a leader 
for women of all the 
world 

You have overcome 
all the difficulties 
despite the 
suffering
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General James Conway
In 1979, I was a young Marine captain glued to the news every night at the time of the revolt against 
the Shah.  One evening an American news report came on and the anchor said, “You must see this.”  
It was a grainy film taken from the second story of a building that showed a row of Iranian soldiers, 
maybe five or six sweeping through. It showed a civilian, probably Secret Service, and wearing a 
holster and a radio, whose pistol was whipping I believe it was a woman and a small child up against 
a building. Tough to tell because of the nature of the video. As those soldiers swept through, one 
when he came abreast of this beating that was taking place turned and fired his weapon. Shot the 
man, I think he clipped his spine and hit his heart with the same shot because he was dead before 
he hit the pavement. The American anchor said, “Ladies and gentlemen, that is a seminal event. If 
the Army does not support the Shah, the Shah is done.” That solider did not act alone and I believe 
he acted on orders. Within two weeks the Shah was seeking asylum. Ladies and gentlemen, I pray 
for you that in the coming months and years that we were able to see or hear or read about that 
seminal event on the streets of Tehran as you take back your country. 

I used this very map to 
ensure that every square 
meter of Camp Ashraf was 
inspected

General David Phillips

As the first Anti-Terrorism Officer for all Coalition Forces in Iraq and later as 
the Base Commander of Camp Ashraf, I assure everyone the PMOI is not a 
terrorist organization. For me, they remain among the best allies to  every 
American warrior that ever served at Camp Ashraf ever had. I was honored 
to have the former National Liberation Army on my flank and me on theirs. 
I knew if we had encountered an ambush and attack like was seen in 2009, 
2011 on Camp Ashraf, and my soldiers and Marines were fallen, the members 
of the former NLA would have rushed to our rescue as quickly as they ran to 
their comrades. The residents of Ashraf and Liberty proved their resolve to 
democracy and to each other every day. Despite all the horrors cast upon 

them since 2009, not one person has broken ranks. Give them a round of applause. They stand 
firmly together. We must stand firmly with them. Sometimes great people are hard to find. But not 
at Ashraf and Liberty, for they are 3,400 strong standing firmly together. Like the battle for Britain, 
history will remember this dark time as Iranian democracy’s finest hour. My brothers and sisters at 
Ashraf and Liberty, we were together on the desert of Diyala province. We are together today and 
we will be together always. And one day, together in our lifetimes, we will witness freedom and 
justice in Iran.

Maryam Rajavi and friends, let us stand and honor the brave souls that live in 
Ashraf today and our defending your right of freedom. We must defend the 
residents of Ashraf and Liberty. We just defend what is right. We must defend 
freedom. We must take the MEK off the terrorist list. And yes, we must hold 
Iraq responsible for what they have done. Bless the people of Ashraf and 
Liberty. Pray for their freedom. The world must protect the people of Ashraf 
and Liberty. 

US Military Delegation

A short time ago, I sat in a court room 
and had to restrain myself as I heard my 
soldiers and myself denigrated by an 
attorney who said we didn’t do our job at 
Camp Ashraf. And I listened as he said, the 
soldiers there never fully inspected, they 
never found any of these weapons that 
were there, and they were denied access 
to certain areas.
Well, let me tell you, it was my responsibility 
to conduct those searches. And I used this 
very map to ensure that every square 
meter of Camp Ashraf was inspected.  
And how thoroughly was it inspected? I 
had to bet the life of my soldiers and myself 
on it because we lived at Camp Ashraf.  
That is how thoroughly it was inspected. 
If the government thinks that’s not good 
enough, go live at Ashraf for a while. And 
one day, if someone claims they show up 
at Ashraf and they found weapons, my 
response is, yeah, when did you hide them 
there? 

Colonel Wesley Martin
The residents of Ashraf and Liberty proved their resolve to democracy every day

General James Conway
The 34th Commander of the Marine Corps
Brigadier General David Phillips
Former Chief of Military Police
Colonel Wesley Martin
The First Colonel Commandant of Ashraf
Lt. Colonel Leo McCloskey
JIATF Commander at Ashraf

From left: Gen. James Conway, Gen. David Phillips, Col. Wesley Martin and Col. Leo McCloskey

Lt. Colonel Leo McCloskey
The world must protect people of Ashraf and Liberty
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Dara Murphy
Chairman, Foreign 
Affairs Committee of 
the Fine Gael Party

I have come here today with my delegation 
and our former Prime Minister, John 
Bruton, as a democrat, as a fellow human 
being who hopes that all of us can share 
in the same dreams for our futures. Some 
of us have freedom and some of us who 
have that freedom have forgotten the 
journey that we took to arrive where we 
are today.  
The democracy we have is the envy of 
many parts of our world. And we have 
a responsibility to the people who went 
before us, who struggled for that freedom 
and the people who will come after us, 
our grandchildren, to help people like 
the people of Iran to achieve freedom 
also. Today I know I am very privileged 
to speak at a conference attended by 
tens of thousands of people and spoken 
today by so many parliamentarians from 
around the world. I have listened with 
great interest to the discussion, but the 
talk of powerful people must be followed 
by powerful action.

John Bruton 
Former Irish Prime Minister and the European Union 
Ambassador to the United States

There are 90,000 people who have come freely here to this meeting and 
who are waiting patiently through all the speeches for two reasons—for 
humanitarian reasons and for political reasons. They want justice, fair play, 
and the right to life for 3,400 people who are currently confined in Ashraf and 
in Camp Liberty. 
One of the reasons that so many people are here, so many young people in 
particular are here, is political. They want to see a democratic Iran. Is there any 
country in Europe that could gather so many young people together for democracy, 
to protect democracy in their own country? Probably not. But the people of Iran 
want democracy. The people of Iran are entitled to democracy, and the people of 
Iran will get democracy as a result. The people of Iran will get democracy as a result 
of your determination.
The people of the western world, agree with Madame Rajavi when she says, “The 
ballot box is the only criterion for our legitimacy.”  She is right.  They agree with 
Madame Rajavi when she said, “There should be freedom of parties and assembly.”  
And she is right.  
They agree with her too when she says, “There should be the abolition of the 
death penalty,” because she is right on that, too.  They agree with her that any 
form of discrimination against women should be banned and she is right on that.  
They agree with her when she says, “There should be a sound and independent 
legal system with the presumption of innocence and the right to proper defense 
counsel,” because again, she is right when she says that.  They agree with her 
furthermore that the foreign policy of Iran should be based on peaceful coexistence 
and they agree that there should be a free Iran devoid of nuclear weapons.  It’s for 
a program like that we’re gathered here and for a program like that we’re fighting 
for a free Iran.  It’s a good program and it deserves the support of the people of 
Europe just as it has in this great delegation here behind my back, the support of 
the people of Ireland. 

90,000 people who have come to this meeting 
want justice, fair play, and the right to life for 
3,400 people in Ashraf and in Camp Liberty

Delegation from Ireland

Talk of powerful 
people must 
be followed by 
powerful action
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Nariman Al-Roussan 
Member of the Jordanian Parliament  

We urge the Arab League to voice its concern against the 
Iraqi regime doing the bidding of the clerical regime

Jordanian delegation included many members of Jordanian Parliament: Mrs. Moyassar Al-Sardieh, Mr. Akef Meqbel, Mrs. Salma 
Al-Rabadi, Mr. Mamdouh Al-Abbadi, Mrs. Nariman Al-Roussan, Mr. Ali Al-Ananeze, Mr. Jamal  Gammoh, Mr. Mohammad Al-Hajouj 
and Mr. Hazem Al-Uran.

We are here to be with a woman who represents the struggle of her fellow women and her people; representing the struggle for a noble cause 
which we are all seeking. I hail you My Lady because you set the best example in defending the basic rights of all human beings on which we all agree: 
freedom, democracy and human dignity. I hail you all, my brothers and sisters. Together with our colleagues from the House of Representatives 
of Jordan we have come here to declare our people’s solidarity with you, your people and your organization specially the residents of Ashraf and 
Liberty. We demand freedom and a life with dignity for the residents of these camps which lack the minimum humanitarian standards. We have 
also come here to voice our protest to the failed positions taken by countries involved specially the United States of America which claims to stand 
with freedom and democracy. We in Jordan, along with all the free people in the world, will support President Maryam Rajavi and her organization 
to achieve their humanitarian goals. We demand that the United States remove the name of MeK from terrorist list and ensure the protection of 
Ashraf and Liberty residents. We urge the Arab League to voice their concern against the Iraqi regime doing the bidding of the clerical regime and 
support freedom and dignity of the residents of Ashraf and Liberty.

Historically speaking, not that long time ago, Romania was a 
dictatorship. We felt the same pain, the same suffering, the same 
fear, as the whole Iranian people feels today.  Twenty two years 
ago we had our revolution. A successful revolution.  And let me tell 
you, I feel you’ll have one very soon. As a matter of fact, I think it 
started here and now. And at this moment I’d like to acknowledge 
the very energetic, the hardworking Iranian community from 
Romania. They made us know. They told us the truth about Ashraf 
and Camp Liberty. They’ve done a tremendous job. Now it is our 
turn.  When we’ll be back in Romania we’ll convey your message. 
Your victory will come soon. You are the real alternative, the real 
alternative.  You will all go back to your homeland, pacifist and 
democratic Iran. Vive Iran libre and may God bless you.

Raymond Luca
Romanian Senator

Your victory will come soon, you are the 
real alternative 

Delegations from Jordan and Romania

Delegation from Romania

From left: Senator Raymond Luca; Senator Liviu Titus Pasca; Gabriel 
Plăiaşu, MP; and Senator Romeo Nicoara
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Swiss delegation also 
included:

Christiane Perregaux
Co-Chair of the 
Constituent of Geneva

Dr. Berthier Perregaux 
General Counsel

Eric Sottas
Former OMCT Secretary 
General
Gianfranco Fattorini 
MRAP Representative at 
the UN

Jacques Vittori, Palestine 
Red Crescent in Geneva

Awa N’diaye,  Director, 
Espace Afrique 
International in Geneva

Oreta Bandettini, 
Representative of France 
Libertés in Switzerland

Geneva is the place where 
your sit-in continues for 
420 days and Switzerland 
salutes you Mrs. Rajavi, 
President-elect of the 
Iranian resistance, as 
well as you, residents 
of Ashraf and all of you 
here. In Geneva - as we 
told you Madame Rajavi - 
you are at home. Geneva 
and Switzerland came to 
greet you and support 
you, accompanied by the 
Mayor of Geneva, Mr. 
Rémy Pagani. 

We are, nevertheless, still in a very critical situation, because the 
transfer of Ashraf residents to Camp Liberty is said to destroy the 
legitimate opposition to the clerical regime.
While announcing to you the support of members of the Swiss 
Federal Parliament, I urge with them for the UNHCR to declare 
Camp Liberty as a refugee camp in order to neutralize the plots 
of Iranian regime and its allies in the Iraqi government.
Until the MOU is not applied, no other person will be transferred 
from Ashraf to camp Liberty.
Finally, PMOI should be recognized as the Iranian government 
in exile. It is through this gesture that priority demands will be 
answered, that our work will be facilitated and especially the 
future of refugees and Ashraf Liberty will be better.

Residents of Ashraf and Liberty are 
protected persons under the Geneva 
Conventions
There is no reason why the protection 
of 4th Geneva Convention has ended for 
residents

Eric Voruz
Swiss MP

Rémy Pagani
Mayor of Geneva

The Swiss Delegation

On behalf of the authorities of the city of 
Geneva, a city of peace, human rights and 
the UN, I greet you all, including residents 
of Ashraf and Liberty - protected persons 
under the Geneva Conventions. These 
conventions are the pride of our city and it 
is our duty to protest against their violations. 
There is no reason why the protection of 
the 4th Geneva Convention has ended for 
residents. That is why for 15 months families 
of Ashraf residents lead a sit-in in Geneva 
before the UN. Our government, our city 
hosts international organizations, must 
protest against this violation of the fourth 
convention, whose breach caused the death 
of 47 residents, made a thousand injured and 

resulted in the death and the suffering of 
more residents due to the blockade of Ashraf. 
It is the duty of the UN to act to prevent 
continuation of this process. And yet we learn 
that a representative of this organization, the 
UN envoy, talks with the executioners. This 
is unacceptable! Ashraf residents are at the 
forefront of the Iranian people who suffer 
brutal repression of religious fascism. They 
embody the hope of a nation for freedom 
and democracy and deserve the support of 
all the defenders of democracy and human 
rights.
Geneva, my city, will welcome with open 
arms and welcome all those who campaign 
for the defense of Ashraf and Liberty.

Jean-Charles 
Rielle
Head of the Geneva City 
Council
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Our lady of victory and change,
Our lady from the East, our messenger of the East to the West,
My lady Maryam Rajavi, we have come from Palestine to tell you that we are here 
for you as we were for you at the beginning of your path to victory. We have come 
to you from Palestine and have accepted the responsibilities with full knowledge 
of its implications. We want to tell the world that as Palestinians we insist on 
standing fast. We have learned the art of sacrifice and have rejected surrender. 
We are here to tell you that our situation is very similar to your situation in Ashraf 
and Liberty. We have not come to this gathering only as a participant but we are 
here to declare our united position. We want all refugees from Ashraf or Palestine 
to return to their homeland. As Palestinians we have decided to live, we have 
decided to fight and despise death.

My lady Maryam Rajavi we have come from 
Palestine to tell you that we are here for you as we 
were for you at the beginning of your path to victory

We as Arab people will not tolerate and condemn the 
clerical regime’s interference in the affairs of Arabs 
particularly in the Persian Gulf region. We also condemn 
the presence of the terrorist Qods force in Iraq, southern 
Lebanon and other Arab countries. 

The clerical dictatorship represents the great Satan and is trying to bring Iraq 
under its own control. For this reason they had trained mercenaries such as 
Nouri al-Maliki and planted him in Iraq. Allow me to make a point today some 
words were uttered like the “government of Iraq” I like to make a correction 
by changing that to the terrorist government of the murderer Nouri al-Maliki. 
We will stand by our brothers in Ashraf and Liberty to achieve their rights and I 
send them our warmest greetings to the people who have endured so much in 
Ashraf and Liberty. Ashraf and Liberty have been turned into another version of 
Abu Ghraib prison a place where many were killed and crimes were committed.

Najat Bobaker
Member of the Palestinian Parliament from Fatah

Mohammad Al-Sheikhly
Iraqi lawyer, Chair of the National Center for Justice

Delegation from Arab Countries

Delegation from Arab countries included  members of Palestinian Parliament: Mr. Ahmad Shreem, Mrs. Najat Bobaker, Mrs. Najat 
Al-Astal, Mr.  Nasser Khalil, Mr. Muhammed Abuali, Mr. Alaa Yaghi and Mr. Majed Abushamaleh; Mr. Abolhakim Alshamari, Member 
of parliament from Bahrain; and Faisal Foulad, President of Bahrian Human Rights Watch

Sid Ahmed 
Ghozali
Former Prime 
Minister of Algeria

June 30, 2012 
- Excerpts from 
France 24 TV 
Channel interview 
with Mr. Ghozali, 
Former Prime 
Minister of Alegria

In the Arab-Islamic circle the People’s Mojahedin 
Organization of Iran is the only organization with a 
long history and capability to oppose the religious 
dictatorship. You can analyze the challenges we 
faced when the Arab Spring movements started 
in Tunisia and Libya. The problem which existed 
was the lack of an organization to organize and 
lead the demonstrations in the streets and 
to participate in finding solutions. Iran is the 
only country that there is an organization with 
fifty years of history capable of doing just that. 
They are able to overthrow the Iranian regime 
by themselves. I repeat that this religious 
dictatorship is one of the most ruthless religious 
dictatorships in the world.
This is a democratic organization that does not 
deny being Iranian or Islamic while it believes in 
separation of church and state and has paid the 
price for their beliefs every step of the way. For 
example no one speaks of the 120,000 dissidents 
executed by the Khomeini’s regime. Iran is a so 
called Muslim country which has executed the 
most number of Moslems in the world.
The PMOI is the only organization which has 
the experience, the ability and credibility while 
believing in restoring democracy to Iran. The first 
task at hand of a democratic government will be 
to cross out the nuclear military program.
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It’s a great pleasure for me to be here tonight 
representing a group of Nordic parliamentarians 
and from Estonia. There has been some progress 
made since last year, particularly with respect to 
the delisting in the United States.  Let’s hope that 
next time we meet after October 1st the delisting 
issue will be history. 
Let us also hope that all of the relevant 
organizations that are dealing with matters in 
Ashraf and in Camp Liberty do their job, as they 
are supposed to do. Let’s hope that the United 
Nations, the United States, and everybody else, 
assumes their responsibilities with respect to 
solving that crisis and moving the people who are 
now in Ashraf and Liberty into safe countries. And 
a lot of responsibility lies with Western world. We 
assure you that the people in the Nordic countries 
will do their best. 
And I want to say, finally, that we are representing 
parliamentarians from the Nordic area, but also 
the people in the Nordic area. We are your friends. 
And like somebody else said before, you are not 
alone. You can rely on us. 
So, once the delisting issue is history, once the 
problems with Ashraf and Camp Liberty have been 
solved satisfactorily, Madame Rajavi, with her 
great leadership, and the other people who are 
working here can move on to the more and most 
important issue of changing the regime in Iran, 
getting the religious dictatorship out of there. 

Geir Haarde
Prime Minister of Iceland (2006-2009)

US and UN must assume 
their responsiblities

Delegations from Nordic Countries and Estonia

Liselott Blixt
Member of Danish Parliament

I come from the Danish 
Parliament and I am sitting on 
the committee for equality 
in Denmark and the health 
committee.
A few years ago we fought 
for removing the People’s 
Mojahedin Organization  of Iran 
from the European blacklist 
and I joined a declaration 
by more than 100 Danish 
Parliamentarian. It was 
interesting for me because I 
worked for women’s rights and 
I think it is very important to 
support this movement.
I think Mrs. Rajavi shows that a 
woman can be a leader and she 
can have a hundred thousand 
people who are supporting her 
and we see it at this event. She 
shows love and leadership and 
she calls for democracy and 
equality. She respects all other 
religions also and she has love 
and compassion for everyone.

Christian Lund
Former member of Danish 
Parliament

I hope this important country, Iran, will be a 
democracy with all rights for people including
-  Freedom of speech
-  Full rights for minorities
-  Equal opportunities for man and woman
-  Fair and free elections
-  Abolishing death penalty
-  A political system separate from religion
- Allow all people to dress as they want 

without any religious demands.
To obtain this goal the free world must support 
the democratic Resistance، Personally I have 
supported NCRI for nearly ten years and I will 
do it for the rest of my life.
I have worked hard to support the removal 
of PMOI from the terror list in EU and USA. It 
insult my sense of justice, that PMOI is still on 
the list in USA.
The treatment of PMOI in Iraq is also a 
disaster. USA, all members of the Coalition 
and of course Iraq muse be blamed. 
I trust Madam Rajavi, I trust NCRI and I trust 
the people of Iran.

The free world must 
support the democratic 
Resistance

Mrs. Rajavi shows that 
a woman can be a 
leader



IRAN lIBeRAtIoN - www.ncr-iran.org -  JUlY 2012

31

Juku-Kalle 
Raid
Member of 
Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the 
Estonian Parliament

I have managed to form a group in the 
Estonian parliament, the group for human 
rights and freedom in Iran. 
I believe Europe must stand up to the 
Iranian regime. We know  that  Iranian 
regime will not give up easily as we have 
seen with the dictatorial rulers and it is 
in their nature. But time shows that they 
will fall.
Estonia is a small country, very northern 
with very bad climate.  There has been 
90,000 people in this gathering. In whole 
Estonia we have 900,000 people. It 
meant to me as I looked at them that a 
tenth of Estonia is here. And it meant a 
lot to me. As a Member of Parliament I 
have gathered a declaration signed by 
many parliamentarians. I present the 
declaration to Mrs. Rajavi. 

Ulrik 
Nilsson
Member of 
Committee 
on Foreign 
Affairs of 
the Swedish 
Parliament

For me there are two main reasons to 
be in this gathering. One is, of course, 
to support the people of Iran and to 
overrule the oppressive regime of 
Iran because that is something that 
we cannot accept. 
The other reason for being here may 
be subtle. Since the change in the 
Arab world and following the Arab 
Spring, we need not only to see 
uprisings but also we need to have 
structure otherwise there  will be 
fights within the old powers. 
I think that the exiled groups like 
those gathering here have a vital role 
to play and guide the process. Young 
people of Iran would like to have 
their own democracy in the future 
but to make sure that there would 
be an election and have democracy 
prevailed in Iran, the exile groups 
are very important and these groups 
would be a vital interest for the 
development of Iran.

Henrick
Jarrel
Former member 
of  Swedish 
Parliament

I have been supporting the Iranian 
democratization and human rights 
process for nearly since the middle 
of 1995 so I am often an invited 
guest to these gatherings from the 
NCRI representatives in Sweden. 
We have not finished our work for 
a democratic Iran and an Iran which 
will respect the human rights. We 
have to continue our fight for those 
values.

Parliamentrians meet Mrs. Rajavi

On June 24, 2012, parliamentarians from 
several Arabic and Islamic countries attended 
a gathering at Auvers-sur-Oise.
Parliamentarians and dignitaries from several 
other western countries as well as Australia 
spoke at the event.
Mr. Abolhakim Alshomari, Member of 
parliament from Bahrain presented Mrs. 
Rajavi the joint statement by several members 
of Bahrain Parliament expressing  their 
concern about the situation in Camp Liberty 
and Camp Ashraf. 

Sonia Kathleen Horney
Former Member of parliament from 
Australia
The first point we want to make is that 
we want to thank you Madam Rajavi and 
acknowledge your widely successful rally that 
was held last night. 
The second point I want to make is that 
despite the many thousands of miles and vast 
ocean that separates Australia from Iran, we 
think of you very often. And we worry about 
our brothers and sisters at Ashraf and we 
support you in your quest for democracy in 
Iran. 
We listened very carefully last night to many 
speeches by our American brothers and 
sisters and we are heartened by that because 
they quest for delisting of PMOI in America, 
it means that we can follow their footsteps. 
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Member of the US House 
of Representatives
Chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations

Member of the US House of 
Representatives
Chairman of Committee on House 
Administration, member of Homeland 
Security, and Judiciary Committees

Under Article 27 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, Camp Ashraf  residents 
are categorized as “protected persons.”  
However, after the handoff of power 
from the U.S. Military to the Iraqi 
government in January of 2009, 
the camp has endured attacks from 
Iraqi forces. It is now the site of a 
humanitarian crisis. 
A recent court order requires the 
State Department to expedite its 
determination on whether the MEK 
remains on the FTO list, which is a big 
win for those who have worked to get 
an answer for why the MEK remains on 
this list.  There needs to be a resolution, 
and quickly.
The State Department must address 
the consequences of this humanitarian 
situation.  Secretary of State Clinton 
has expressed her concern regarding 
the treatment of the residents of Camp 
Ashraf. However, action must be taken. 

I think we have good news over the last 
couple of days, when we received word of 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia circuit, in their case before 
them, where they have determined that the 
department of State must make a decision, 
with respect to the listing of MeK on the list 
of Foreign Terrorist Organizations. Those of 
us who have reviewed the record believe in 
fact, that this is some action that ought to be 
taken by the State Department, there’s been 
this resistance for a long period of time, a 
good number of prominent Americans, many 
of whom are attending this meeting with 
you today, and many who have been in your 
past meetings have argued strongly for this 
determination.
My hopes and my prayers are with you, many 
Americans stand with you in your efforts to 
try and see that those who have fought for 
freedom under very difficult situations are 
allowed to be recognized and are supported by 
many countries around the world.

Many in the United States 
Government are courting the 
mullahs with the misbegotten hope 
of changing the regime’s behavior. 
The MEK in contrast, is working to 
build a secular republic in Iran.
By placing and maintaining the 
MEK on the Foreign Terrorist 
Organizations list, the current US 
administration is taking a stand on 
the wrong side of history and liberty. 
Many in the US Congress, including 
myself, are working to correct this 
injustice. I join you in calling on 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
to abide by the court order and 
to make a final determination 
regarding the FTO designation.
The State Department’s failure to 
resolve this issue in a timely manner 
undermines the credibility of our 
government and endangers the 
lives of your loved ones who live in 
Camp Liberty and Camp Ashraf.

Dana Rohrabacher Daniel Lungren

By placing and 
maintaining the MEK on 
the FTO list, the current 
US administration is 
taking a stand on the 
wrong side of history 
and liberty 
 

Recent court order is a big 
win for those who have 
worked to get an answer for 
why the MEK remains on this 
list

Many Americans stand with you 
in your efforts to try and see 
that those who have fought for 
freedom under very difficult 
situations are allowed to be 
recognized and are supported by 
many countries around the world
  

Messages from Members of US Congress

Sheila Jackson-Lee
Member of the US House 
of Representatives
Member of Homeland Security, and 
Judiciary Committees
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Louie Gohmert William Lacy ClayJudy Chu

Greetings from Washington DC 
to all of you who have gathered 
in Paris in support of freedom, 
justice and human rights in Iran 
and across the world. The past 
year has been an eventful one in 
the Middle East and I hope that 
the future looks brighter for the 
Iranian people as well. Freedom 
is marching across the Middle 
East and the terrorist regime in 
Tehran cannot stop the hands of 
time. Your continued courageous 
resistance is an essential part 
of that process. For more than 
3 decades you have mobilized 
the global community against 
the oppressive and corrupt 
Iranian government. Thanks to 
your courageous leader, Mrs. 
Maryam Rajavi, the international 
community is no longer fooled 
by the ayatollahs’ attempts and 
divisions and disinformation.

You are an inspiration to democracy loving people 
in Iran and across the globe. Fighting for democracy 
and freedom takes tremendous courage in some 
parts of the world and Iran is no exception. As 
residents of camp Ashraf know, it does not come 
without a cost. It has been a year since the residents 
of camp Ashraf were attacked by Iraqi security forces 
and so much has changed. Just as you are standing 
up to fight for the protection and freedom of the 
Iranian people, so am I fighting for the protection of 
Ashraf residents. Residents at Camp Liberty should 
have their basic rights to see their families and get 
the medical care they need. They deserve access 
to clean water and electricity, especially since they 
have agreed to pay for it. And the Iraqi government 
must allow the residents’ lawyers into the facility. 
Camp Liberty should not be a prison.
And I will continue to fight to protect Ashraf 
residents. I will continue to do all I can in congress to 
ensure the Iranian government is held accountable 
through tough sanctions that are actually enforced. 
So thank you for coming out today and fighting for 
freedom, democracy and the right of all people to 
live without fear.

I stand with you today and everyday in 
support of the millions desiring freedom and 
democratic governance across the Middle 
East.
Today I join with you to echo in one voice the 
cries of the oppressed in Iran, Camp Ashraf 
and Liberty. It’s been 3 years now since the 
election fraud and violent crackdown by 
authorities in Iran and the Iranians’ right for 
a fair and free election process has yet to be 
acknowledged. 
In the past 31 years, the Iranian regime has 
executed 120 thousand political prisoners by 
means of horrific torture methods. In the past 
5 years, 1,303 people have been sentenced 
to death by the hand of an out of control 
dictatorship. They killed these innocent 
people for just desiring freedom. This evil and 
wanton murdering is not right. The voice that 
cries out from tyranny deserves the utmost 
respect. Innocent people should not have to 
tolerate such horrific oppression from those 
who illegitimately place themselves in a 
position of power.

I join with you to echo in 
one voice the cries of the 
oppressed in Iran, Camp 
Ashraf and Liberty
  

Residents at Camp Liberty 
should have their basic 
rights to see their families 
and get the medical care 
they need. Camp liberty 
should not be a prison

  

Freedom is marching 
across the Middle 
East... Your continued 
courageous resistance is 
an essential part of that 
process

  

Messages from Members of US Congress

Member of the US House of 
Representatives
Representing the first Congressional 
District of Texas

Member of the US House 
of Representatives
Member of the Judiciary Committee,  
Subcommittee on Homeland 
Security and Terrorism

Member of the US House 
of Representatives
Member of Committee on 
Financial Services
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Tg2 Italian TV, 
28 June 2012

In Paris, the meeting of the Iranian opposition in exile declares 
that the Tehran regime has no future, because the society wants 
a change. Among the participants was the Vice-President of the 
Italian Senate, Mrs. Emma Bonino.

Iranian society wants change

AFP - June 23, 2012
Tens of thousands who came by bus from all over Europe - more than 
100.000, according to organizers - attended the rally as every year since 
2003. In a interview with AFP, Maryam Rajavi, the president of the 
National Council of Resistance of Iran said that “the Iranian spring is still 
alive” and despite the repression of the “mullah regime”, the situation 
is explosive. “The clerical regime has learned from what has happened 
in Libya and Syria and to avoid being in the situation of Qaddafi or 
Assad, they decided to accelerate their nuclear program and eliminate 
the People’s Mojahedin, which represent a democratic alternative. But 
people are willing to use any gap to change the situation, including the 
presidential election next year, 2013, which will be a significant turning 
point when anything can happen. The social situation is ripe and the 
Iranian Resistance has broken the chains that stood in its way”  Mrs. 
Rajavi said. 

Reuters- June 23, 2012
An Iranian dissident leader urged major powers on Saturday to stop appeasing 
Tehran and start supporting opposition groups after the latest round of talks on 
Iran’s nuclear program ended in deadlock.
Maryam Rajavi, who heads the Paris-based NCRI, also accused the United States 
of dragging its heels on a decision to remove her group from its terrorist list.
“Western countries lost this decade by providing all sorts of incentives to the 
Mullahs - a decade of appeasement and fruitless negotiations,” Rajavi said 
ahead of a meeting of thousands of Iranian exiles on the outskirts of Paris.
The NCRI, an umbrella bloc of five opposition groups in exile that seek an end to 
Shiite Muslim clerical rule in Iran, were first to expose a secret uranium enrich-
ment plant at Natanz in 2002.
“Stopping the Mullahs’ nuclear threat is possible only through changing (its) 
dictatorial regime,” she said. “If one is not interested in handing the bomb to 
the Mullahs, one should side with the Iranian people’s resistance to topple the 
regime.”
“Following the June 1 ruling ... the State Department has no choice but to delist 
the PMOI, unless it wants to again trample upon justice and law to satisfy the 
Mullahs,” Rajavi said.

Tens of thousands came 
from all over Europe

The Washington Post - June 23, 2012
The National Council of Resistance of Iran — which 
organized Saturday’s event at a convention center 
in the northern suburb of Villepinte — estimated 
the turnout at nearly 100,000 people. The council 
— which is on a U.S. list of terror organizations — 
has won support from some former U.S. officials 
such as former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani and 
former Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell.
Rendell, who attended the rally, urged the U.N., 
the U.S. and the European Union to start the “em-
igration process” for Iranian refugees, saying they 
live in “terrible” condition in Iraq’s Ashraf camp.

Nearly 100,000 people 
attend the rally

Rajavi urged major powers on Saturday to stop appeasing 
Tehran and start supporting opposition groups

The Scotsman, 
June 23, 2012
Maryam Rajavi, who heads the Paris-
based National Council of Resistance 
of Iran (NCRI), also accused the Unit-
ed States of dragging its heels on a 
decision to remove her group from its 
terrorist list.
“Western countries lost this decade 
by providing all sorts of incentives to 
the Mullahs – a decade of appease-
ment and fruitless negotiations,” Ra-
javi said ahead of a meeting of thou-
sands of Iranian exiles on the outskirts 
of Paris. 
The NCRI, an umbrella bloc of five op-
position groups in exile that seek an 
end to Shiite Muslim clerical rule in 
Iran, was the first to expose a secret 
uranium enrichment plant at Natanz 
in 2002.

Media Reports



IRAN lIBeRAtIoN - www.ncr-iran.org -  JUlY 2012

35

France 24
Interview with Rudy 
Giuliani

Rudy Guiliani: I think the policy of 
appeasement toward Iran has been a very big mistake. 
Three and a half years we have tried to follow this policy 
of talks and discussion, and it’s got nowhere, except that 
they have enriched uranium significantly more than they 
did at the beginning of all these talks.
Of course in Iran there should be a regime change. If 
there is any consistency at all to the position of western 
countries, we should be for a regime change in Iran. A 
way is to encourage the people in Iran to act; you have 
people who are Iranian exiles that would also help to 
support them. Delisting the MEK would be a real step. 
The court said that if the State Department doesn’t de-
cide in 4 months, the court itself will take them off the 
list. They are freedom fighters, they are seeking freedom 
for their country. They are on our side. We should be on 
their side. Most Americans have recognized that.

Delisting the MEK would be a 
real step

Fox News Direct TV - Villepinte, 
23 June 2012 
Amy Kellogg from Paris: These people are actually calling for 
the overthrow of the regime, this rally is being put on by a group 
called the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran and in fact 
they happened to be on the US list of terrorist organizations. But 
that status is up for review very soon and they have the support 
here today of some former US politicians. Part of the rally is about 
their push to try to get delisted, but it is also an opportunity to 
talk about the resistance movement inside Iran. Now this comes, 
as you mentioned, at a critical time, when nuclear talks between 
Iran and the world powers really seemed to have stalled so there is 
an increasing questioning of the power of diplomatic negotiation. 

France 3 - Soir 3, June 23, 2012
A new demonstration of strength by the PMOI. In Paris, they 
were tens of thousands coming from all over Europe to gather 
as every year besides their leader Maraym Rajavi. There is a 
huge hope that at least PMOI stop being labeled as terrorist, a 
label given at first by the USA in 1997. As every year, Maryam 
Rajavi pay tribute to the 120.000 Mojahedin executed by Tehran 
regime. Since 1997, the PMOI, the arch enemy of Teheran, is 
fighting against this terrorist label, stuck to them by the West to 
try to appease the Iranian regime, in vain.

Protestors flock to paris for 
anti-Iranian regime rally

“Public Senat” TV, 22 June 2012
The opposition to the mullahs’ regime is 
mobilizing outside the country. Tomorrow 
in Paris, the People’s Mojahedin of Iran will 
gather its followers. French Senator Jean-
Pierre Michel: “Last year they were 100,000. They hope to be 
more this year. To my knowledge, they are the only opposition 
to the Tehran regime, the true opposition. It is the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran which comprises for the most part 
the People’s Mojahedin of Iran, and other opponents too. They 
have a very clear program. Relating on their writings, they ask for 
the separation of religion and public life, a statute for women’s 
rights, and so on. That’s why I say they are the true opposition.

One of the people here at the rally supporting this group today is 
former ambassador John  Bolton: “Regime change can come about 
by the opposition from within, I do not think it requires American 
military effort at all but I think the regime is very vulnerable. I wish 
we had been doing more over the years to push it over the edge.”

Demonstration of strength 
by the PMOI
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Tens of thousands of Iranians gathered in Paris for a meeting of the opposition 
movement, the National council of resistance of Iran. Organizers said that more 
than a thousand buses arrived bringing Iranians from all over Europe to call for 
political change. The leader of the France based movement, Maryam Rajavi said 
West must stop appeasing the regime.

Tens of thousands of Iranians Call for political 
change in Iran

Euronews, 
June 23, 2012

June 23, 2012- Thousands of Iranian exiles have led a Paris rally to demand 
democratic change in Iran and help for Iranian resistance members in Iraq’s 
refugee camps.
The National Council of Resistance of Iran — which organized Saturday’s event at 
a convention center in the northern suburb of Villepinte — estimated the turnout 
at nearly 100,000 people.

Paris rally calls for 
democratic change in Iran

23 June, 2012 - At the end of the week, we have been to the center of exhibition of Paris, 
with 600 politician from all over the world: it was the traditional meeting of the Iranian 
resistance. 
Among the participants there was the Mayor of Cuneo, Federico Borgna. This county 
town of the Granda, is since 2008, the twin town of Camp Ashraf, the core of  the Iranian 
Resistance (it is a refugee camp located deeply in the Iraqi territory, and the center of the 
opposition to the government of Ahmadinejad).

Politicians from all over the 
world at the meeting of Iranian 
Resistance

Mr. Newt Gingrich, 
former Speaker of 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives, spoke 
before Iranians in Paris

US Politics Today
June 25, 2012

Subsequent to the gathering of 
100,000 Iranians in Paris yesterday, Mr. 
Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, spoke 
before a large number of supporters 
of the Iranian Resistance in Paris on 
Sunday, June 24, 2012.  
Mr. Gingrich, who was a candidate for 
the U.S. Presidential election during 
the Republican Party primaries, was 
invited by the Organizing Committee 
of the Paris gathering.  
“The pressing issue regarding Iran 
is neither confronting the regime’s 
nuclear program issue nor its 
terrorism. The main issue is to change 
this regime. So long as this regime is 
in power, none of those issues will be 
resolved,” the former House Speaker 
said.
Addressing the Iranians, Speaker 
Gingrich added, you, your movement 
and your leadership, President-elect 
Maryam Rajavi, have the capacity 
to bring about change in Iran and to 
establish democracy in that country.
“The U.S. has responsibility to protect 
the residents of Ashraf and Liberty 
since they handed over their weapons 
to the U.S. forces and in return the U.S. 
officially guaranteed their protection,” 
Mr. Gingrich emphasized.
A day earlier, during the largest-ever 
assembly of Iranians abroad in the past 
three decades, hundreds of dignitaries 
from the U.S., Europe, and the  and 
the Arab world reiterated the need to 
protect  Ashraf and Liberty residents 
and to support the Iranian Resistance.

Media Reports



IRAN lIBeRAtIoN - www.ncr-iran.org -  JUlY 2012

37

Le Figaro, 23 June, 2012
Rudy Giuliani, former Mayor of New York City, Rita 
Süssmuth, former Chair of the Bundestag, Emma 
Bonino, Vice-President of the Italian Senate, are among 
personalities expected to come on this Saturday in 
Villepinte to answer the call of the Iranian resistance. 
About 100,000 persons should attend this gathering 
during which Maryam Rajavi, President of the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran, will make a speech. She 
will condemn in particular violations against the regime’s 
opponents who have taken refuge in Camp Ashraf , in Iraq.

June, 23, 2012- Key public figures from all over the world joined 
the massive rally that saw 100,000 protestors coming together to 
declare solidarity with the Iranian opposition in the northern Paris 
suburb of Villepinte.
Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani who took part in the pro-
test said: “We have to support the Iranian opposition and stop the 
regime’s nuclear program to help the people gain their freedom,” 
he told Al Arabiya.
Subsequent to the gathering of 100,000 Iranians in Paris 
yesterday, Mr. Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, spoke before a large number of supporters of the 
Iranian Resistance in Paris on Sunday, June 24, 2012.  
“The pressing issue regarding Iran is neither confronting the 
regime’s nuclear program issue nor its terrorism. The main issue 
is to change this regime. So long as this regime is in power, none 
of those issues will be resolved,” the former House Speaker said.

A d d r e s s i n g 
the Iranians, 
Speaker Gingrich 
added, you, your 
movement and your leadership, President-elect Maryam Rajavi, 
have the capacity to bring about change in Iran and to establish 
democracy in that country.
“The U.S. has responsibility to protect the residents of Ashraf and 
Liberty since they handed over their weapons to the U.S. forces 
and in return the U.S. officially guaranteed their protection,” Mr. 
Gingrich emphasized. 
A day earlier, during the largest-ever assembly of Iranians abroad 
in the past three decades, hundreds of dignitaries from the U.S., 
Europe, and the  and the Arab world reiterated the need to protect  
Ashraf and Liberty residents and to support the Iranian Resistance.

Key public figures from 
all over the world joined 
the massive rally that saw 
100,000 protestors
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38Groups of people with their banners and flags marching toward villepinte

Performers at Villepinte Gathering



39Delegations from all over the world in their special stand
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